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THE MYTH OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


Tne name of Abraham Lincoln has long been reverenced in American life. Text-books 
in all the schools of the land redound with his glory. Children are taught to look 
up to Lincoln as the most outstanding man of the people America has sver produced, 
Even in the rqenks of the conscious working class there is a widespread feeling that 
while the rest of the Presidents of the Unitcd States were fakers and grafters, while 
Washington was a slavc-holding aris#qcrat and avaricious land-shark, while Jefferson 
W238 a damagogus who knew well how to fcather his own nest, notting of the sort could 
be said for "Honsst Old Abe" who, of the whole crew of politicians that put their hand 
on the public till, was the one outstanding cxception. 


Bveryone knows how paor Abraham Lincoln's parents were, how Lincoln grew up in 
® log cabin, struggling and persevering till he conquered. In this respect lincoln 
typifics the poor but honcst boy who wade good, whom no amount of money could bribc 
from the path of honesty ond humanity. Lincoln has become the outstanding cxumple of 
a humenitarian. His phrase is oft rorsated "ith malics towards none and with charity 
towards all." Every school child knows now tincoln refused to allow a sentry to be 
Shot for sleeping at his post. SEvory Negro is told this story that Lincoln was supposed 
to havc suffered dcuply and bitterly ovor the fact that sluves wore sold on the auction 
block. Lincoln, ticn,was a man of tl:c psople and « friend of the Negro. This is the 
myth which, with tiis help of the Communist Party's pamphlet on Abraham Lincoln, has 
poisoned the minds of svsn the most advanced section of tne working Blass. 


Such a story is very convenicnt for the ruling @lass of today to propagate. 
Through this myth the Anuerican psople can be given the idea that a great man, a hun- 
anitarian, whose sold ideal is the welfare of the entire peoplo, can be placed in 
the Presidential chair. Tho workers can be made to believe that the President can be 
their friond. The Negro peoplo can be taught that a white man emancipated then and 
did for them what they never could have done for themselves. This is particularly 
vicious propaganda so far as the Negroes are concerned, for itcloverly fits in with 
the ideas of the cnpitslists that the Negroes are infcrior, that of all the peoples 
of tho world, thoy clone never fought for fresdom but had to receive it as a gift 
from the representxtive of tho white race. When a Negro looks at the history of 
other peoples hi finds that whatever frocdom and liberty they cnjoyed, they won for 
themselves through bitter struggles. In America he is told, however, that the Negro 
was given his frecdom on a silver pl:ttsr through the goodness of heart of the white 
humanitarian Presidant of the United Stites who took pity on those sem-brutcs, the 
Negro slaves, 


Whet sort of history is this for, the Negro to study? Does this conception in- 
erease his self-respect? Doss it give him a true picture of tho times? Suffice it 
to scy, the fable of Lincoln has done incalculable dsmege to the Negroe people. The 
Sooner it is cxposcd tas botter; the sooner will the Negro people break fron tie 


- Republicen Party «nd other agencies of the bosses; the sooner will a class line be 


drawn sharp and clecr and thc struggle of the prolotariat for powcr be put on an un- 
6quivocal basis. 


The purpose of this article is to bre:k the myth of Lincoln from beginning to end 
So far as its main political lessons are concerned. Lincoln was th not the friend of 
the Nogro, but a friend of the slave-holder; he was not tho frieud of the working man 
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but a friend of the big railroads whose lawyer he was; he was not the poor boy become 
President but the wealthy railrosd lawyer w.do President by Big Business. The fucts 
have beon hidden but they ore becoming inere:sinu,ly woll-kmown. One need only look 

at his own speeches and resolutions, to be found in his Complete Works (two volumes) 
to bs convinced of the justice of the proscut article. 


iS 


The first point in the Lincoln nyth that must be ca&ploded is the iden tint 
Lincoln was « poor backwoodsmun who was electcd to tic Presidency because of his 
championship of the poor formar of the “eat and the ‘laborer of the Enst. This is the 
idcs that the big trusts of Henry Fomd, McCormick, Schweb, Du Pont and others would | 
like the Amcrifen workers, to belicve. It is truce that Lincoln did start as a poor 
rail splittor, but he soon suw that h&s future lay in an cntirely differont direction, © 
und he became a lawyer. As a lawyer hoe could not help but be aware of the f..ct that | 
the rise of the Stite in tne wilderness of the Vcst could only coincide with tue 
risc of capit.lisn, xt at the samc tim the greatest force mking for the developusnt 
of the State sud of the low of property, Nzturclly every lawycr tried to get the 
up-andecosing reilvords as his client; «nd, on the other hand, the rsilroads saw to 
it tht all the lewyers of t<lent or of any influence whatever, wore bought over and 
made into company henchnen, 


ES ——E——E———— SE 


Aorahom Lincoln was no exception to this general trend. "As a greon legislator 
in Illinois he helped to promote the vicious legislation, which went into the laws 
of the stato for exccissive «wd unwise rsilrozd building. As a rising lawyer some of 
his best clients were the railronds; although «t times he xppeared against then. He 
'cnzlked his hat,’ or traveled on passes habitually. He was teipted with an offer 
from the New York Contral which, if accepted, would have chenged his entire political 
carser. He was « guiding spirit bohind tho first line to the Fer West - the Union 
Pacific - and he helped determine its gauge, which bscans the standard gauge of the 
country. In the fanous Rock Island Bridye case he anunciated a right for common care 
riers which has vecouc an accepted doctrine." (J.W,Starr,Ir; Lincoln and the Rail- 


roads) 


The role of the rzilroads as a factor bringing about the developnent of the 
Yestern States and aiding anti-slavery cxpitsalism has not been sufficicntly analyzod 
by Marxists ss yot. “Yo hope in a succeeding article to deal with the forces lending 
to the Civil Yur. At this point «ll we wish to stress is thet very oarly in his care 
eer, Lincoln beesne « successful railroad lawyer and wes soon a man of considerable 
wealth. For only ons of his reilrond casas he collected a fee of $5,000 a really 
extraordinary amount at the tins.. The New York Contral offered him $10,000 a year 
to retain him as counsel, and it was the high officials of that road who were soated 
on the platforii «ot Cooper Union when Lincoln made the specch that was to bring hin 
the Presidential nomination, 


At this tine the Yost wis not hostile to tho railroads but was exceedingly eager for 
railroad dévcloprent. To get the reilrosd into thcir region, cach group of Westorn | 
politicians would mike ths uost fiumulous offars cnd grants of lands to the Eastern | 
capitalists. This was tho beginning of a truly golden period for Western railroading. | 
Naturally, the railroads went into the election campuigns of the localitias to back 
up wen who were known as reilroad nen. The did their best to build up their own po- 
litical machines ond the party that responded most to thom was the Whig Party. It 

was to this Party thut Lincoln belonged. The Whig Party was the representative of 

the rising industrislists, financiers and railroad mon of the Notth, These clenents 
were not interestod so uuch in the abolition of slavery as in its restriction to the 
South. Thcoy lived too much on the cheap labor of the cotton picking regions theuselves 
to want to engage in any civil war to free the slavos, 


. 
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The prevailing opinion in the North anong the copitalist elements was well 6x- 
pressed by the Liberal Whigs hended by Henry Clxy «nd typified by Abrahan Lincoln, 
Their policy was to restrict the institution of slavery solely to the South, he 
Missouri Conproiise was their mxsmmug crownine <cchiovenent. Lincoln articulated 
their visws when, «s legislator in Illinois, in 1837, he brought in the following pro- 
test declaring th:t the signers "...believe that the institution of slavsry is founded 
on both injustice and bad policy, but that the promulgation of abolition doctrines 
tends rether to increase than abate its evils. They believe tht the Congress of the 
United States has no powcr under tho ccnstitution to interfere with the institution 
of slavery in the different States. Thcy believe that the Congress of tho United 
States has the powcr, under the constitution, to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia, but th::t the power ought not to be excrorcised, unless at the request of 
the people of the District." Lincoln knew, when he declared that Congress should 
not exercise its power unless 2t the request of the people of the District of Colun- 
bia, that that District was overrun with slave-holders and their synpathizers and that 
under such circunst:ncés slavery would never be abolished in the capital.. 


At this ppliint we cin say, then, that Lincoln's views were: 
1. Slavsry wes on principle unjust, but 


2. The abolition ists by their activity were worss than the slave-holders since they 


tended to incrense the evils of siavery by their attacks on the Southerners, 

3. Congress had no power to interfere in the Southern States to ond slavery 

4. Congress should not interfere in the District of Columbia unless the people re- 
quested Congress to act. 


It is truco that l«ter, in 1849, when he wW:.s in Conjress, Lincoln did announce 
his intention to intrsduce « Bill for the cbolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbic with compensstion to the owners, but attccned to the Bill was a rider call- 
ing for the most stringcnt enforceiient of the Fugitive Slave Law. Section five of the 
Bill declared: "Tht the nunicipsality scuthorities of Washingtown and Georgstown with-~ 
in their respective jurisdictionl linits ure hereby enpowered and required to provide 
active and officient uéans to arrest and déliver up to their owners all fugitive slaves 
escaping into sid District." Thus, in the guise of 6nding slavery in the District, 
what Lincoln relly wanted to do was to pass legislation putting teeth into the laws 


- preventing fugitive slaves from being helped in any way. Lincoln's proposal to enforce 


the Fugitive Slive Act was so obnoxious to even bourgeois Liberals of the North that 
Lincoln never introduced his proposed Bill. But where his sympathies lay could be 
easily seen by the friends ho kept while in Concress, "Apparently Lincoln's closest 
associntes were Southern ‘higs like Stephens and Toombs® with whom he was so closely 
b ound up that he went "so fur as to vote, with all Southern nembers an d in opposi- 
tion to most Northern weubers, against pernitting Palfrey to introduce a bill to re- 
peal all laws ‘establishing or maintaining slavery or the slave trade in the Distriot 


of Colunbia.'" (A.J.,Beveridge: Abrahan Lincoln) 


Lincoln's close friendship with the slave-holders in Congress, in this period, 
was Closely bound up with his fear of the action of the masses and of slavo rebellions 
and with his hatred of tho abolitionists. Although Lincoln expressed foar of what he 
called the 'mobocratic spirit', he did not protest when the abolitionist, Lovejoy, 
was lynched. On the coutrary, he took ‘the trouble tc toll his audience in Worcester, 
Mass., "I have heard you heave abolitionists herc. We have a few in Illinois anda we 


shot one the other day." (See S.B,leacock: Lincoln Froes the Slaves) It is no won- 


der that Ylondell Phillips called Lincoln the "slave hound from Illinois," 


When the Free Soil Party was formed in 1848 with a platform of free labor, free 
soil and free press, and was obtaining the adherence of such bourgeois democrats as 
Charles Sumner, then it was that Lincoln's mentors, the Whig leaders, were even more 
virulent toward the Free Soilers than they were toward the Democrats, on the ground 
that the Frec Soil Party was giving a foothold to the principles of abolitionism. 
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Lincotn's views on the question of the Negro were well summed up in his state- 
ment made not long before he became candidate for President: "I will say then that I 
am noty nor over have beon in favor of waking voters or jurors of Negroes nor of 
qualifying them to hold offices, nor to intormarry with white people; and I will say 
in addition to this that thero is a physical diffurcace betwoon the white and black 
races which I believe will forover forbid the two races living together on terms of 
Social and political equalkty. And inasmuch as they cannot so livo, while they do 
remi.in together there must bo the position of supwrior and inferior and I as much as 
any other man am in favor of having the superior position assigned to the wnite race 
«eesl will to the very last stand by the law of this st:.te which forbids the marrying 
of white poople with nogrocs." This spesch was made Soptomber 18, 1856. So we soe 
that Lincoln's anti-Negro views had decponed as time went on. 


What Lincoln opposed most of all was the cxtension of slavery into tho North 
which ned become the great danger ever since the Drod Scott decision. But oven here 
it is well to benr in mind the exa@t reasons for Lincoln's opposition to the oxtcnsion 
of slavery. It wes not merely economic but moral. Lincoln was against the oxtension 
of slavcry into the North on the ground that this would have to lead to intermerriczge 
between white and black to which he wus doadly opposcd. Hoe pointed with horror to 
the large numbars of mulattoos md said this had been the vilest fruit of tie slave 
regime of tho South, that. it had dcbased the whites so fur that they had had inter- 
Course with Negroes, even thouzh it was in the form of rapc. Lincoln was sure that 
if slaves were allowed in nusvers in tic North it would mean more white men would have 
sexual rel-tions with these peoples end thus sin ag:inst the most holy precepts ef God. 
To insure that Illinois would never tolsrate mixed sex relations, Lincoln urged the 
people to elect Douglas, his pro-slavery opponent, to the Illinois logislature as a 
watchdeg to ksep the sex laws of Illinois pure, 


Lincoln had his own solution of the Negro problem, He wanted to ship all the 
Negroes back to Africe as soon as possibles For in Africa these semi-beasts could 
never pollute the blood of the pure whitd Americansile was strong for the development 
of Liberia which had bocn started with this purpose in mind. Of course he was in 
favor only of the very graduab emancipation of the “sgroées since he knew he could 
not ship all of them out of thse country at one timo. For thid reason, too, he was 
unwilling to judge harshly his Southern brethren for their tardiness in liberating 
their slaves, At the sume timo lincoln strenuously objected to any interference with 
the institutkon of slevcry in tne South on the part of Congress and repoatedly declared 
that Congress had no power to act but only the people of the respective states thon-- 
selves, 


The fovoerish capitalist development of the North, the rise of the demands of the 
West cs snunciatod in the platform of the Free Soil Party and the relentless drive for 
more lend by the South, toppled the old Missouri Compromise and with it the Whig Party 
te theearth, Lincodn found himself out of Congress ind in a dofuct party. The strug 
gle had entered into tho higher plane of "syu.itter sovereignty" where the classes 
fought it out directly with woapons in their hands. With the Dred Scott decision that 
gave the South a free hand to cntor into all the regions of the North with its slaves, 
large numbers of moderata clewents bogan to gravitate towards the Free Soil Movement, 
Out of these oloments there was born the Republican Party. 


The Republican Party was not a party of war. As a mitter of fuct, no large or- 
genizod group in tho North winted war or oven suspected it was so near, It was not 
a party of abolition, but ons thst merely stood against the extension of slavery. The 
other demands put forward, such as Free Homestead, Protective Tariff, and a Pacific 
Railwey, clearly deionstrate the petty-bourgeois Liberal charaéter of the organization. 
To keep the peace these Northern Liberels were willing to bend backward if necessary 
in their obcisance to slavery. They renounced the term "demecraby" and went back to 
the idea of the Republic (Union). They were willing to tgke in such people as Lincoln 
who, howevor, disagreod with the platform ef the Republican Party as too Radical. 
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At this point it is well to iterate just what Lincoln's views wars. He was against 


votes for Negroes, against putting them on juries, »gainst political and social equal- 
ity for the blacks. He was against internarriave of the races but fer shipping Negroes 
back to Africa. He believed the two racas could never get together but that the white 
would always remain superior to the black. fle wus not in favor of the abolition of 
Slavery in all the territories of the United Stutes, but was for the Missouri Ccmpre- 
mise and for the retention of slavpry in the southern parts of the country where he 
believed Congress had no power to act. He was for the drastic enforcement of the 
Fugitive Slavc Act and for the prosecution of all abolitionists who were violuting 

the laws The Republican Party did not endorse these views. Many. Republicans took 

an sutirely differcnt viewpoint and thus it was brought out that Lincoln, the eandidato 
and supporter of the Republican Party, was not in favor of the platform of his ewn 
organization. 


In nis famous debates with Lincoln, Senator Douglas of Illinsis pointed out that 
the platform of the Republican Party included advocacy of the abolitien of slavery in 
the territories ef the United States and in the District cf Columbia, the rejectian 
of all future sl.ive States Fram the union and the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Acts. 
Douglas tnen trunted fincoln with the fact that the latter had bocn against this plat- 
form all his life. Lincoln replied: "The plain truth is this,...In sur eppositien 
to that measure we did not agree with one another in everything. The people of the 
North ond of tne State wore for strongsr measures of opposition than we ef central 
and southern portions of the St:te." In short, Lincoln came from Southern and Central 
Illinois and not from Northern Illinois and he was net for those parts of the Republi- 
can program enumer:ted by Douglas. Lincolp plainly stated that he would vote for the 
admission ef slave Stites into the union in the future. It was in this spirit, toa, 
that he, would fight the Civil War, numely with mercy and charity to the slave-holders, 


The chief aim ef the Republican Party wes the preservation of the Union at cll 
costs. Fundamentully the issue between the R publicans and the extreme wing of the 
Southerners who wintod to secede from the Union was thet the fermer wanted to keep 
slavery within the unien and the latter wented to take it eut of the uniean. Jineeln 
statcd the views of ths R publicans accurately when he declxred that if he could sive 
the Union by cbelishing sli:vory #r by keeping slavery, his object was the maintenance 
ef the Union. Indeed, had the Soutiern States succeeded in getting indcpendence, in 
whet a plight Nerthorn czpitslism would have been! 


Although Lihcoln reserved his gre:.test hatred nd contempt fer the abolitienists, 
especially of the direot action variety, John Brown's raid at Harper's Ferry forced 
the issue throughout the country. Willy, nilly, Hsrper's Ferry besame the campaign 
issue of 1860. Te the South, the "Black Republicans" were tarred with tha sume stick 
as "Nigger-Lover" Brown. 


In vain Lincealn affirmedgthat Republicans wero not Radicils but in doclaring 
the right t» cnntral slavery in the territories were anly carrying eut the preeedent 
of the "Founding F.uthers"® why had given the centrol ef slavery in the territories ef 
the cauntry to Cengress. In vain heappcrled te the South that the Republicans did nat 
stir up insurrectiens cmong the slaves. "John Brown wes ne Republican; and ysu have 
failed to implicate a single Ropublican in his Harper's Ferry enterprise.", ho shauted 
And agains "Republican doctrines and declarations are accompaniad with a continual 
protest <gainst any interference whatever with yeur slaves er with you about yeur 
Slavos. Surely this dees nat eneaurage them to revolt." 


Nevertheless, even Lincoln had refused to recognize the Dred Soett decision as 
final law, and the vleoctien ef Lincoln did mean the sweeping out of the South from its 
political control at the head of the gevernment. It meant that the old equilibration 
of forces was definitely ended, the old balance of power déstroyed, Politics had 
begun to catch up with economics. The slaveocracy was doomed. And when Lincoln was 
elected with 1.9 million votes out of 4.7 million, the South decided to ascede and 
fight. The dis wes cast. 


IV 


Page 6 7 Glass Struggle February, 1937 — | 


We now turn to Lincoln's method ef condcuctin;, the Civil War. We can summarize 
his timid, vacizlating, and even deadly policy «t times, in one remirk: He did his 
beste to prevent the misses from taking mattors into their own hands; he did the best 
on behalf of the slavo-holdors th-t a Western-Northern man could possibly do. 


When the war first started, a tromendous enthusiasm was shown by the people whe 
knew that the freedom of the sluves Would mein “n Gnoruous step forward for dcuocri.cy, 
Great crowds of recruits flocked to tne enlistuwant st-tions, only to find that the 
Soverniaent had mde no preparations to reccive then. They were sont hone is to nu- 
mzrous to hindle und as superfluous. Cold witer was turown en their enthusiasm, while 
recyuiting was officiclly discouraged. The cnlistnent stations wero not reopened 
until June, 1362. But it then rather late. A year liter conscription was necessary. 


It should hve been a most elementary duty on the pert of Lincoln and his govern- 
ment not only iumedicatelys te free the slaves of all those in «ctucl rebellion, but to 


= 


instigate a movement of the Blacks for a slave insurrection in the rear of the Southern 


ermies. Instead, everything possible was done to prevent the slaves from rising en 
their own account. ‘vhen Cameron, Secretary of the Treusury, in his repeart in 186l, 
urged the arming of the Negroes, Lincoln recalled the report by telegraph. ‘The eons- 
tant charge of Southern newspapers, Southern »oliticians and their Northern syapathi- 
zers, that tho wir was an abolitionist’ war met with constant and indignant denial." 
(¥.E.B.Duboiss Black Reconstruction) Repeated «ppels were made to the slave-holders 
that if they ‘desisted thc could Koop tueéir sleves and adequate compensation would 

bo made them. It was forbidden to sing "John Brown's Body*® in the army. In his first 
Inaugural Address, President “Lincoln plcdged himself anew to curry out in full the proe 
visions of the Fugitive Slave Liew. . Thd Coiwarnder-in-Chief of ths Northern forecs in 
the field, General McClellan, acd opsnly stated that he would take tie Side of the 
masters against tke slaves, were the issue ono of slavery rather o6hen ef the union, 

No doubt Lincoln felt the same way about it. 


Wnen mosses sf Negrocs flocked into the camps of the Northern armies, not only 
were they rejccted as soldicrs, but tho Union generals were informed they hed to keep 
the Negroes intact as slaves for tuéeir wastsrs. Lincoln repudiated the cotion of Gen- 
6rcl Frenont in freeint; tiie sluves in Mssauri clthough it had become clear that the, 
Union aries were advencing vost easily in precisely thosc creas where the Negro papu- 
lution was the dsnsost. But such a situation could not lon, cndure and when Gaseral 


Hunter fuced Lincoln with tine i.ccoiuplished fi.ct of nuabers of slaves scot free and armed 


the bers were let down te Negroos cutoring the arwy «nd helping the Union cause, 


To the very end, however, no slave revolt was evar encouraged, end the South was 
able te freo all her man powsr for fighting at the front. nly reluctantly, and eftor 
waiting till the last moaent, when the cause of the North was at its lowest obb and 
England was about to recognize the South, did Lincoln issue his Emancipat'ion Preola- 
gation. The net rosult of all bhis "huaanitarhanism" of Lincoln was fearfully to PEA. 
tract the War and to raise its toll to ghastly neights ‘ 


As soon as the call came for voluntcers, free Negrees everywhere offered their 
Services and everywhere their services were declined. It was only in Setpember, 1862, 
that a regular Negro regincnt was ‘formed All in all, 180,000 Negroes were aceepted, 
But only under the meanest conditions. Even wren giving their lives for the Union - 
and 68,000 Negroes were lost - they were allowed »nly Half the pay of that the white 
soldiers got, or $7 a month ! 


It was no wonder that Yendell Phillips could exclaim: "I dq not say that MoClel- 
lnn is a traitor, but I say tais, that if he had been a traitor from the crown of his 
hend to the sole of his foot he could net have carried on the war in more exact dofer- 
ence to the politics of that side ef the Union And almost tiie same thing may be said 
for Mr. Lincoln,- that if ho hed been a traitor, he could not have worked better ts 
strongthon one side and hazard the success of the other," (Woenderll Phillips' estimate 


aly 4 
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of Lincoln was: "T will tell you whet he is. He is a first rate second-rate tan." 
(Sppeches and Lectures ). )f 


If tincoln was Liberal to the slave-owners, good railroad lawyer that he was, 

he was not forgetful of the rights of Big Business sither. This was the period of 

the rise of many great American fortunés, but nene zoomed so spectatularly as those ef 
the railroads. Corruption and graft ware rampant and the Republican Party lived up 

to its platform handsonely. Not only were charters granted te the Pacific Railroads 
but cash loans were made running as high as $16,000 to $48,000 per mile of road. 
Stupendous grents of the very best land, to the total ef 129,009,000 aeres, were given 
away. Thus, when the Homestead Act was finally passed and a settler could get a "frco" 
farm, very little good land was left. Big Business had locked the frontier and cor- 
nered the market. 


Tragically, the Western farmer fought the War to guarantee free competitien and 
individual hiberty. For this he gave his life unstintingly during the War. At the end 
not the farmer of the democratic West, but the oligarchic Trust dominated the scene 
and took control. The farmer had followed the bell-whether goat, Lincoln, and as 
usual had been duped by the capitalists of the East, 


But if lincoln had been ersy on Nerthern capitalists, he was not so 6asy on Labor, 
The Civil War had the inmediate effect of destroying the rising labor movement in the 
United States. Under Lincoln strikers were considered hostile to the Union and guilty 
of tresson. Strikes were deemed illegul and were breken up by the military. Often 
Negroés were used as strikc-breikers, 


As the War.cantinued, the misery ef the working class greatly increased, Cur- 
rency inflation becane general, necossities reso sky-high and the standard of living 
of the masses fg@l] sharply. At the sane time Big Business refused to tax itself to 

pay for the War, issuing 7% bonds instezd, which bondg could be bought in depreciated 
Greenbacks. Meanwhile the tariff was raised from 19% to 47%. 


Thesé rough economic measures against the common people coincided with rough political 
measures. Under Lineoln the writ of habeas corpps was suspended, freedom of press 
denied, and, to cap the climax, Congress passed the Conscription Act, the first tine 
universal conseription had been decreed in the United States, This Consakiption Act 
had the infamous provisien that those who could procure a substitute or pay $300 in 
cash would be exempted from the draft. Thus could the blood-tax which the War de- 
manded, be shifted ontp the shoulders of the poor entirely. 


Such unprecedented class legislation had its immediate reaction in the bloody 
draft riots of 1563 in New York City and elsewhere. The working class of the cities 
by this time had become Maxx thoroughly disillusioned with the conduct ef the War. Fer 
four days in New York City were donducted violent and bitter struggles of the masses 
against consoriptien. In the end Lincoln prevailed, but only after several thousand 
people had been either killed or wounded in the pitched battles that were fought in 
the streets, 


Here, then, is what we can renomber Lineoln for, we men and woten ef the working 

class. Under-his regi:ue there was a taste of dictatcrial action unheard ef befare 

in the history of this country, in favor of Big Business and against the mass of toilers 

And at the end of the War it was Lincoln's idea that the planters and wealthy men of 

the South be allowed to keep their huge estates and property intact, The Negrses were 

thrown helplessly on the streets. No means were given them te keep alive or t# carry 

on for thctuselves. Lincoln did not even want to grant them the vote. But it was 

only the fact that of all the pcople of the Souti, only the Negro could be relied on 

to favor the Union forces that eventually sompelled sore legislation to be enacted 

uiving the Negrocs 4 meager portion of rights which the whites had enjoyed But even 

this was not for long. Under the benevolent banner of the Republican Party and of Big 
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capital in the North, the Southorn rulers soon: assumed conirol again. Peace reigned ~ 
among all the sections of the wonlthy throuvhout the land. Tho Negraes were deprived — 
of whatever rights that theoretically had been granted then. They were enehained to ' 
the soil in peopnage, «nd through the system of share-cropping tillege., The Civkl 1 
Var had been foyght for capitalism and not for the masses. 


Lincoln was the typical represontative of capitalism in this historic crisis 
in America. He was a medingrity whon forge of chreumstancos had placed at the helm 
of the greatest events. ie was a petty-fogying lawyer who could not perform the slight 
est historic cot without covering it up with the mean phrases of the property sycophant 
He was a white chauvinist wha, daspite himself, was compelled to endqrse the breaking 
of the chains which tho Negroes thenselved had carried out without him and against | 
his progran. When 1l the tinsel tht has been wrapped cround Lineoln is removod, we 
find hin to have been just a homely middle-~ctass representative pushed forward by 
history and blindly following its currents without understanding then, 


Neither the Negro masses nor the working class have the slightest duty of respeet 
to such a ch-racter. 


eK ENG OK 8 oR OK 


THE P.O.U.M, IN SPAIN 


In previous articles in the Class Strug.le we have exposed the dreadfully false 
policics of these who heave undcri«kon to lead the working class ferecs in Spoin, 
nanGgly tic Stalinists, the Soci:.lists, the Anerchists ond the Syndicalists, It is 
beciusso of the crimes. ind blunders.of these elements, Geach connitting grieveus mis- 
takes in its. own way, that the fuscitemonerchist reactionxries have been able tae sarry 
on their fight for so long « time. However, there. exists anotiuer orguenization in 
Spain, particularly.in Cat:lonia, the Workers Party of Marxist Unifieation (P.0,U.M.) 
with which wg intend to dol in the prosent article, 


Many advaneed workers,» disillusioned with the Socialists and Stalinists, have 
been willing to believe thxt in the P,0.U.M, there is Some hope thet the workers will 
beable torsurmount their difficulties and, establish the dictatorship of the prolotar- 
tat.and a socialistic reginuc. They pAint out that the most influential leader, Andreas 
Nin, was closely conneetcd with Trotsky for many,years cnd wis-a strong adherent-of the 
theory of permanent. revolutions. Thoy show what the P.O.U.sM. in sontradistinction te 
the other parties in. Sp:in, has culled for the rule of the workers, even for Soviets, 
and has steadily maintained its independence from the other opportunisti: organizie 
tions. g 


On the other hana there are those workers wko assert that. the P,0.U.M. was willing 
to becouse sart of the capitalist Cataloniscn government and that n@ revolutionary party 
could pssibly hsve taken such a mave, Thoy also declare that the Catalonian governcent, 
being capitalist, was. as bad as.the Madrid.gavernment and both were re:ctionary and 
ageinst tho working class. ’ 


In the light of .this polemic, it scoms to us that. the best way to treat the ques 
tien of revolutionary policy as involved in the actions of the P,0.U.M,. is to take up 
thes following basic questions: 1, What is the eharacter of the present governments of 
Madrid and of Catalénia; is it carreoct to oall those sovernnents "reaetionary" ? 

2. Cun a revolutionary party at any time enter a governrent auch as that which exists 
in Madrid or in Gatalonia? 3, Can the Spanish workers rest their hopes upen the P.O, 
UM. ? 


It seens to us entirely incorrect to estimate the present yovernments either of 
Madrid or of Catalonia as "reactiqnary". Certainly they are not readtionary from the 
point of view of the bourgegisie, The present republican-denocratic set-up ean not be 
conpared with the regime under Alphens® XIII. It is not the habit of Marxists to use 
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the term "reactionary" as a mere expletive. The word "reactionary" means something: 


it means going backward, A reactionary'’system is one that would move the socbeal order 
backward bringin,, back outworn techniques «nd nethods of ppoduction and outworn poli- 
tical forms and social custofis. Alphonso XIII and his forces are clearly reactionrcry 
in that sense of the word since they rested State power upon the old feudal grandees 
and a system of production thet was stifling Spain. 


The governasnt in Madrid, fron the angle of the capitalists, is far fron reaction- 
ary, Since this government intends to unleash all the pcoductive forces of Spain for 
their benefit. Power will shift from the country to the city, from agriculture to 
industry, fron the lendlord to the industrialists “nd*modern capitalist elements, Fron 
ths capitalist point of view the victory of the presont Madrid or Catalonian govern- 
nents means the beginning of the modernization of Spain. 


To draw an historicel analogy: It might be said that the present Madrid govern- 
went stands to Alphonso XIII as the French Revolutionary governuent stood to Louis 
XVI. There is, however, this vast distinction. In the €@8th century the French Re-~ 
volutionary Govérnrent, opersting on behalf of modern ocpitelisn, could not help be 
yro€ressive and clexr the ro:d for the new social order, In the 20th century, there 
has appeared on the horizon « new class, a working class tinct should be able to nake 
an independent bid for power. No longer tied to the apron strings of capital, the proa- 
letsriat of Spein is recdy to modernize Sain not in the capitalist sense but in the 
Socialist sense. And thus the nodernization of Spain in the capitalist sense has to 
be the work not of a progressive government but of forees that stifle and crush the 
revolutionary proletariat and toiling asses. 


Many of those who wish to rrodernizc Spain from a bourgeois point of view are 
now with the forces of Franco precisely for this reson. The insurgents are not of 
one pieoe; there sre the Carlists and the Lourbonists, but there are also the fascists 
The Fascists do not wish to bring back the old Spain that has been irrevocably des- 
troyed. They too wish essentially to industrielize and riodernize Spain, but they, 
understand clearly that no longer is this the job of a revolutien - as was the case 
in France in 1789 - but of a counter-revolution, 


In this the counter-revolttionary fascists disagree violently with their ecpitale 
ist brethren who are still behind the Madrid gevernncnt. The capitalists of the Mid- 
rid government who are in the Left Repuvlican Parties, believe thet the workers ean 
be controlled, thnt they will not ueke a bid for powor and that therefore the Medrid 
governtent can becors, like the fgovernnent of present day England or of Frenes, a fine 
vehicle for the developsent of capital. The fascist capitalists, however, believe 
that the day is too late for this, that desocratic control is teo weak, that the work- 
ing class can no lonjer be restrained and that the first job of the day is to crush 
the xenshknim aspirations of the masses for Socialism. Only thus can capitalism be 
revived in S;:ain, 


Here, thon, are the exploiting classes divided, Generully speaking, it. is the 
bis capitalists of neavy industry and the finunciers that take the side of the fascists; 
the landowners go with the nonarchistsp both unite ajainst the present Madrid regime. 
It is the petty oourgeoisie and the factory owners of smell and light industry that 
tend to support the Madrid Republic or at léast not openly fight against it. 


Nor can it be said that even from the workers' ‘point of view that either the 
Catalonian governtient or the Madrid government was "reactionary." Were these govern~ 
ments engased in shoéting down the working class and putting down the lower orders, 
were the masses ready to push the revolution forward to socialism and were being kept 
back by the armed ‘might of these governments, then it might be said thet these gov- 
ernients were reactionary in the sense that ‘they were preventing the people frqa build- 
ing Socialism, the only system of society that*could improve upon the moribund capital- 
isn of the present. 
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But the fact of the matter is, the masses are mere or less imprisoned by the : 
epportunisms of the Socialists and Stalinists on the ene hand, and the Anarchists and 
Syndiocalists on the other, The Sociclists cnd Stalinists have epenly declared that 
they are not fighting for Socialism but merely for bourgeois democracy, They have 
befome ardent bourgeois denuncrats and republicans and have no other thought than loyal 
support of the status quo that was being attacked by the rebel reactionaries. The 
Socialists and Stalinists do net want Socialisn, they d# not want even workers' cen- 
trol over production. They make no move to socigzlizo the industries. They do not 
form Soviets. They do not resist the formation of a new capitalist army under the 
control ef bourgeois officers. They do not break from the Azanas and the Companys, 
bourgeois leadors of the Madrid and Catalonian governments. They make no effort to 
carry tne revolution forward for the benefit of the people. Instead they carry on 
Bitter war against the Left Wing, especially the P.9.U.M, thet tends ta go in the 
revolutionary direction, 


The Anarchistd also have cone eut strongly against the dictatorship of the ,re-~ 
letariat and it was for this reason that the Anarcho-Syndicalists of the C.N.T. refuse 
6d to participate in the Asturias revolt of 1934 and quietly saw their ewn brethren 
shot down by the Madrid governiaent of those days because the workers refused to pledge 
themselves in that Asturias revelt that they would not take the power and ingugurage 
Socialism and the dictatorship of the proletariat. Today, together with the Social- 
ists and Stalinists, the Anarchists snd Syndicalists have alse become part of the 
governiuental forces off Madrid and of Catalonia. These Anarchists, whe would nat 
fight for the rule of the workors, are quite ready to give their lives for the con- 
tinuance of the Madrid rulo, and thus they prove te be basically ene with the petty- 
bourgeois refornists of the Socialist and Stalinist parties, 


In the light of the fact that all of tho big proletarian organizatiens, Anarchist 
Syndicalist, Socialist and Stalinist support the present governnents of Madrid and of 
Catalonia, it is difficult to call these governnents reactionary. They would be re- 
actionary enly if the mass erganizations were ready to go forward beyond the present 
capitalist system and were throwing thcomselves against this cgove4nment. But fer this 
there would have to be a genuine revolutionary party guiding the nasses, Up tna the 
present, unfortunately, this is not the case; the masses threugh their organizations 
are heartily supporting the governnental regines, 


But if the Madrid and Cataloninn governnents are not recxetionary, this dees not 
mean that they are not capitalistic. For any one to idealize the Msdrid government or 
the Left Madrid governrient that exists in Catalonia would be to nake o erininal error 
There is no such thing as a governient wit out classes and class domination, The 
class that dominates Madrid and to a wéaker degree Catalonia, is the eapitalist olase, 


It is true there has been sone talk of socialization of the faetoeries in Cata- 
lon ia and also in Madrid, but the Socialists and Stalinists have scen to it that it 
is mostly talk. There have been some spontaneous seizuresof the factories by the works 
ers and a degree of workers! control evcr then, but private praperty in the means af 
production still is retained intact, on the whole. Foreign preperty is carefully 
protected; the property ef the agrarian landholder is assured, the petty-bourgeoisie 
is quieted. During the present civil war, there nay have to be same severe moasures 
of confiscation, soue degree ef nationalization of industry and publie utilities, as 
there was in the days of the Jacobins of the ]8th century in France, but the systen 
ef private property remains secure, That is the situation teday where the Republicans 
control. ; 


Nor can much ef a distinction be drawn betweem Catalonia and Madrid, It is true 
that Barcelena is the proletarian heart of Spain and events have gone considerably 
farther there than elsewhere. But, at bottem, Barcelona has not gone too far beyond 
Madrid. As Azana, the bourgeois Radical heads the latter regine, the beurgeois Radi- 
Gal, Companys, heads the former. 


— - —— ’ 
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We can sum up this part of our arguuent, therefore, as folla@ws: 
1. The governmental reginc neither at Madrid nor at Catalonia can be called reaction- 
ary at prosent, either from the capitalist or from tho workers' point of view. 
2. Both the Medrid and the Catalonian governnents are capitalist governments which de 
net carry out a policy on behalf of theworking class. As soon as possible the workers 
must, disassociate themselves from these governuents «nd overthrow them as blockin;: 
the path to Socialism and the yictory of the toiling masses in Sprin, 


Hip i 
The fact thet the regime in Catilonia is a capitalst ene, dees not mean, however, 
that a revolutionary organizatien should not, under certain circumstances, have to 
join that government. T, understand this we nust study the concrete circumstances 
that exist in Spain and.in Catalonia today. 


Were the governments of Catalonia or of Madrid stable capitalist governments run 
by big bourgeois elements united with all the reactionaries to keep the masses down, 
then, of course, it would be out of the question for a revolutionary organization to 

enter into such a gvevernnent and accept responsibility for its actions This was the 
Situation within the French govement in the late 19th century and led to the split 
betwsen the reformist and revolutionary wroups. At thet time the reformist Socialists, 
as revresented by Millerand and by Briand, believed they could enter the French cabbnet 
Their idea-was to reform the State from within and peacefully and gradually through 
a series of reforms introducc a better society for the workers. In reality, through 
their entrance into the capit:list government, the reformist Socialists merely tied 
the workers to the wheels of cijpitalism still more tightly. As events unfolded then- 
selves in Europe it became clexr to the revolutionary working class that the oapital- 
ist State eould not be reformed to be transformed, but had to be smashed and @n en- 
tirely new regine set up. 


But this is not the situation in Catalonia, or in Madrid. The pening up of the 
revolution in 1930 established in reality two contors, a dual authority. On the ene 
hand there was the regular governtient, successor to Alphenseg XIII, which was elected 
when the Republic was founded: on the other hand, there were the mighty trade unions 
and other working class organizations that began to speak for themselves, The gevern~ 
ment could do little without the consent of these mass organizations, It might seem 
then that these organizations would strive to take over power themselves, but, led 
as they were by the opportunist Socialists, St:linists, Anarchists and Syndioalists, 
they made no effective effort to do so. On the other hand, the capitalists and agra- 
rian lords strove with might and main to break down this second power of tha penple. 
In the course of their efforts they finally decided to sttack the governnent itself 
and thug, in 1936, there broke out the present insurgent rebellion 


But with the rise of the reactionaries the people also began to strengthen then~ 
selves. The old reactionary forces were driven out of the government and the govern-~ 
@ent made prisoner of the popular movement for the time being. A People's Frent Gov- 
ernment was set up which «pressed the coalition of the masses with certain weak elements 
of the bourgeoisie, In the course of the ;resent civil war this People s Government 
has moved even further to the Left. Now the administration of the State is in the 
hands of workers! representatives directly. <A Socialist is the prenier, several 
Stalinists are in the cabinet together with other so-callod revolutionary factors, 


It would seen that since the workers! organizations and representatives are actual 
ly leading the government, that the workers would try to rengld that governnent to 
introduce Sociaztism. But Socialism cannot be introduced through bourgeois parliaments 
and through the State system set up by the capitalists. To set up the rule of the 
workers there would be necessary a complete new apparatus and governmental machine, on 
the style of the Soviets established in Russia, The fact that the Socialists, Stal- 
iniate and the others haye entered into the present governments of Madrid and of Cata. 
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lonia neans that they are fightin; not for Socialism but for capitalism and mean to | 
keep the capitalist forms and functions intact. Thus, although the government is now 
nade up of workers' representatives, it is still a cupitalist government, carrying out — 
Sapitalist policies. It is a sign that the capitalist class in Spain was entirely 

too weak to carry out its own policies. As in Gertany just cfte® the War, so in Sjain 
today, capitalism can be preserved only by the activity of the Socialists and Stalin- 
ists and other petty~bourgeois forces who do for the bosses what the bosses cannot do 
for themselves. It is the Socialists and Stalinists and the others who save the day 
for private prepcrty in Spain today, 


However, this new governuent, precisely because of its composition, precisely 
because of the power of the people that put tiem into‘ office, yrecisely beceuse the 
chief task of the hour is the destruction of the reactionaries threatening the govern~ 
nent, have not been able ts put down the-real strength of the people which is in- 
creasing all the time. <A new dual power, even more menacing than before, has been 
set up On the one hand are the Socialist and Stalinist functionaries and their ilk 
behind Azana er behind ‘Companys who defend capitalism; on the other hend, there are 
the uwasses of Workers who have taken over many of the factories and who mean to run 
them for themselves. This has taken place in a more extreme fashion in Catalonia than 
it has in Madrid or generally throughout Spain. 


Again, it would seei that since the masses have taken control over the factories 
in many localities that thoy would for Soviets or new organizations that are not re- 
presented in the official government. But this has not sccurred for several reasons, 
In the first place there hss been developed no& force that favors Soviets, except the 
relatively weak P,0O.U.M, Today the Stalinists and the otherw bend all their efforts 
to liquidate whatever Sovicts uay appear in the villages or towns. It is not as in 
Russia in 1905 and in 1917 where the masses tnemselves s,ontaneously formed Soviets and 
all the revolutionary paeties entered into these new bodies. Today the degenerate 
Socialists, Stalinists and others know full well the menuce of such organs as the Sovam 
iets and in ddvance break them dowrt wherever they are forned. 


Secondly, the masses still have the illusion that because the workers! represen= 
tatives are in the governuent that the governnent is their's, that they can really 
reform and change the governnent in their direction, that the govermment will seocial- 
ize the factories and introduce workers! rule, etc. 


In the third place, it is not inevitable that Soviets must be formd in every 
country without exception. In Spain, there has existed a very syrong tradition of 
Syndi‘calism and Anarchism which has taught the people that they must expect nothing 
through the State but must take things into their own hands. Even in+«Russia there 
arose at the time of the “Jorkers Opposition in 1921 the question whether the Smisx 
Soviets should run the factories or the unions whould run them. It was pointed out 
that if the unions gave up the factories to the Soviets, made up so overwhelmingly of 
peasants and petty-bourgeois elenents, that the unions would decay and‘thus the dio~ 
tatorship of the proletariat would in fact be destroyed. A good deal of what the 
Workers Opposition predicted actually has come to pass in Russia. On the other hend, 
it was argued that if the unions operated tie factories and not the Soviets it would 
break the alliance ef the workers with the peasants, something fatal in such a country 
as Russia. The workers had to exercise control through the Soviets ’and not indspen— 
dent of the Soviets, 


Now in Spain the Syndicalists and the workers in the unions refuse to give up the 
factories to the States,at the present moment. Fundamentally this is a sound policy, 
Since, as we hive pointed out, the State is still a capitalist one But along with 
the idea that the unions should control the factories, the workers have thus nilitated 
against forning Soviets of workers that would rally the mass of toilers whth then. 
They still work within the franme-work of their unions, and since their unions are new 
tied up with the capitalist State, they have net been able to go bsyond spontaneous 
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operation and control of the faetoriscs. There has not been established the sociali- 
zation of factories and a unified and systomatized progrem of Socialism. Everything 
is in chaos and confusion, with the officials of the unions and of the workers! pare 
_ ties doing their best to sabotage the Socialist direotion of the workers and to keep 
 capitalisn intact in Spain and in Catalonia. 

; 


Now it is tnis concrete situ:tion with which we have to deal when treating of tho 
question whether a truly revolutionary organization should enter the governmant of Ca- 
_ talonia at the present tine. We can summarize the situation as follows: 

1. The government is made up overwhelmingly of workers! representatives 

2. The governnent has the confidence of masses of workers who believe that thraugh 

_ this government Socialism can be attablished. 

3. The govornment is fighting a progressive battle against reaction. 

4. The massos have not forned Soviets but heave workers' organizations and united 
fronts which derand that every workers' orgenization takes respénsibility in support- 
ing the defence of the Republic, 


Under such circurnstances, if the other workers! érganizections through their unid 
ted front decide tht all workers' revolutionary groups should enter the governnent 
to curry on the struggle ajninst reaction and for Socialism, it would be impossible 
for the P,O.U.M. or any other organization to stand aside. To stand aside would nean 
not to have confidence in the .insses, to step aside from resj;:onsibility in the struggle 
against the fascist-nonarchist renction, It would be the neisht of folly and sec- 
tarianisn,. 


In Russia, whon Lenin revised the slo,jan "All Power to the Soviets" at that tine 
the “ensheviks and opportunists wore in oontrol of tho Sovicts, Had the Swiets 
taken the power then, the leaders of tie Soviets in Russia, as today in Spain, would 
have carried out « policy of capitalism. Yet Lenin was perfectly correct in using 
this slogan, because the victory of the Sovicts would have meant a decisive defeat 
fer reaction and such a develepment of the power of the masses as would render inse- 
cure and ;recarious the hold of the opportunists upon them. Now if in Russia, the Sev- 
jets had decided to take the power and to give a seat or two the Bolsheviks, the Bol- 
sheviks would have hd to take these seats, even though the governnent polétby were a 
capitalist ene under the domjnation of the Mensheviks, 


As a matter of fact, when the Sovicts actually did take power, the Bolsheviks 
did not take all the cabinet seats but shared them with the Left Social-Revolutionary 
Party and offered other seats to opportunists of various organizations. The regine 
that was formed in Noverber, 1917, did not imnediutely socialize the factories but 
kept bess WPREEHE for alnost a year, or rather in the city for seven nonths longer, 
after the power wqs taken. 


A somewhat analogous situ:.tion prevails in Spain even though there are no Soviets 
Thére is a united front of the proletarian organizetions to carry on the civil war, 
Should this united front denand all workers! organizations take on responsible posts, 
it is impossible for any workers' group not to accept. Failure to accept would doom 
that party in the eyes of the struggling masses, 


Idt 


However, it is an entirely different question what a rovolutionary party should 
de once it gets into such a transition government as that respresented by the siek 
capitalist State of Madrid or of Catalonia. Of course, a truly revolutionary party 
would expose the cxpitalist operations of the government of which it was temporarily 
a part. It would issue the slogan: Out with the Azanas and the Companys. Out with 
the capitalist elements from the government. * Such an organizatien would expose the 
workings of the State from within. It would shew the masses that in reality this gov 
ernment and this State could not pessibly carry out the will of the people, sould not 
possibly carry out the struggle against capitalism in the most.effective manner. 
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A revolutionary party would o2ll for a complete transfornation of the present 
State to a workers’ State. It would call for all pewer to the united front councils 
ef the workers' and toilers' organizatiens, It would call for the formation of a 
real people's and proletarian army to defend the intocrests of the masses. Inside the 
State the proletarian organizztion would declare war against the capitalist elenents 
therein and create an utterly impossible situction where either the government would 
have to be changed in a revolutionsry direction or the revolutionary party would have 
to be ousted from the governnent. 


In the latter case those who did the ousting would have the onerous duty of tell- 
ing the people why. Thc whole question of who is to rule whom and for what the poeple 
are fighting would cone up in the most dramatic and drastic manner, It would not-be 
the revolutionary party that would be placed in ths light of fighting against the re- 
volution, but rather the persecutors of such a party. 


Whe ther the revolutionary organization takes part in the scovernnent er not it 
has the duty to tell the people that the government is a capitalist ono and must be 
destroycd. It tust carry out the policy of fighting reaction but absolutely giving m 
no support to tho Kerenskys and similar capitalist agents controlling the government. 


A revolutionary workérs psrty in the government would strive to change the strug- 
Gle from one against fascism and monarchism to one against capitalism as a whole. It 
would expose in detail the sabotage of the cxpitalist clemernts in the governnent and 
how these saboteurs are protected by the Socialists, Stalinists and others playing xk 
their geme. The fact tht the party was within the government and undertaking res- 
ponsible tasks would weigh nightily with the masses and would provide such a party 
with excellent first-hand m:terial for its struggles. 


The question now ariscs whether the P.0O.U.M. has actually behaved in such 
revolutionary manner. It is quite clear thet it hes not, although we are willing te 
admit that we may not have all the facts. In entcring the governuent the P.O.U.M, 

did not sufficiently expose the capitclist nature of the present State. It is true 
that it has ealled for Soviets and fer Sociclism, but its ealls have been rather 

vague and platonic. It did not fight sufficicntly hard against the capitalist eleneyts 
in the government nor derand their cxpulsion; it did not expose enough the capitalist- 
ie sabotage of the Socialists and Stalinists; id did not edopt the progran of n@ supz- 
port to the policies of the prosent governnents of Madrid and of Catalonia even though 
it would do its share in fighting ayainst reaction side by side with tha fgroes of 

the government, 


The weakness of the Workers Party of Marxist Unification could have been anti-~ 
cipated by the history of its formation. The P,O.U.M. is an incomplete analganation 
of two distinct trends: the trend represented by Mwurin and that of Andreas Nin, 


Mgurin could have been called a Spanish eavinkts of the Aueriean opportunist, 
Lovestone, although without the cowardice of the letter dnd his petty Jowish .trioks, 
Maurin was a Right-Wing Communist of nationelist tendencies who favored a loose workers 
end peasants party and who hid his Comaunism in fayer of opportunist policios. He was 
able to build in Catalonia an amorphous grouping which he called the Workers-Peasants 
Bloc within which his own comnunist tendency was supposed to work. The whole thing 
becane affiliated to the Centrist international grouping, known as the London Bureau, 
Maurin held hinself opposed to the line of tho International Lert Opposition although 
he did not agree with Stalinisn. : 


With the liquidation of the ferces of the Left by Trotsky ehen he sent his hench- 
men into the Socialist parties everywhere, the Spanish group refused to follow the 
line of Trotsky and broke up into two parts, a minority going into the Spanish Social 
ist Party, but the rest following Nin who joined the Maurin group.which reformed it- 
self as the Workers Party of Marxist Unification. The actiog: of Nin was reelly no 
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better than that of Trotsky; as Trotsky entered the Socialist Party, Nin cntered the 
"Ieft"Socialist grouping of Mwrin. Both liquidated their own organizations and poli- 
Bios to enter into 2 hopeless Centrist outfit. 


; However, Nin had a far better chance to work than did the ordinary variety of 
Trotskyites who liquidated tncir forces. He was made one of the principal lecders of 

the P.0O.U.M.which, under the blows of the revolution, actually moved to the Ieft (as 

)did the Socialist Parties of Spain and of Catalonia, for that matter). Furthernore, 
Maurin was killed in action in the prescnt civil war, leaving Nin practically the 
chief leader. But far fron producing « wonolithic organization, this set of circun- 
stances is only bringing to a hed a crisis within tho P.0O.U.M. 


A section of the old Maurinists refusc to follow the line of the former Trotsky- 
ists, especially when that Trotskyist leadership neans unmitigated hostility on the 
pert of the St:.lknists who aro now fused with the Socialists into one party in C:ta- 
lonia. This section of the P.0.U.M. is now flirting with the other Contrists and 
threatening to break away. And as the Socialist-Stahinist center rains heavy blows 
upon the P.0O.U.M. und throws then out of the government, in spite of the relatively 
timid and cautious ap roach of Nin, the Right Wing all the more is worked on by the 
Russian nationalist Stalinists and becones détornined to dump Nin and join thc coal- 
ition, 


Here is progf that should the revolutionary nucleus give up its benner for sonic 
sort of Centrist progran and "nass" organization, it does not do awey with the 
crisis in its ranks that drives it to liquidation, but only postpones it and in the 
long run, aggravates it. Tho Trotskyists will find that thoy hive no short cut to the 
path of building a really Bolshevik organization. Nin fused with Maurin as Cannon 
fused with Muste. In the casc of Connon, the rottcnness of this analgation becanc 
Clear within less than a year, In Spain the forces have held together longer because 
of the devclopnent of the revolution, but this has only heightened the crisis, Now 
Nin sees that his "mass" party with which he hopcd to realize the proletarian revolu- 
tion is crumbliny; undcr his hends, Furthermore, the opportunisn latent in the Nins, 
that induced ther to fuse with the Mcaurins also crops up again and makes the Nins 
constantly compromise with the Right Wing rather than utter a truly revolutio ary 
line. After all, the Cannons are not nuch different fron the Mustes when the fusion 
Qctuzlly does teke place. In the long run, water finds its level. So has it been 
with Nin in Spain, 


The epportunist line of the Nins was clearly brought out in relation to the stand 
of the P.0.U.M. on the question of Moroccan indeéj;sndence. Every Leninist who knows 
even his A.B.C.s understands that one of the burning questions in Spain today is the 
question of fighting for the independence of Spanish Moroceo. Because the Spanish 
workers took a nationalist and chauvinist position to Morocco and to the African 
colonials generally, they are now paying dearly and see the Moroccans closely allied 
with the fascist forces, The P.0.U.M. should have nade this one of their main points 
fron the very beginning and used all the forces at their disposal to attack and expose 
the Madrid and Cataloniagn governucnts and the Socialists, Stalinists and others for 
their false line. Reports, however, do not show that the P.0.U.M, took such an in- 
transigeant internationalist line, except perhaps a word or two in sone sheet not 
read by those direotly affected. 


The opportunish of tho Nins and of the P.0.U.M. is alSo cle-rly revealed in their 

adherence to the bakkrupt Centrist Internatfonal grouping, the London Bursau, Here 

is seen in all its nakedness that not only the Socialists and the Stalinists heave 
broken down but also the Trotskyists of almost every variety. It is a farce to ex- 
pect an organization believing the London Bureau is a revolutionary factor, to carry 
out the revolution in Spain. The sad situation is that there is no genuine revolu- 
tionary party in Spain today. It is an indication that Europe as ea whole is burning 
out as a revolutionary force and cannot solve its problems. The fight is not abso- 
lutely hopeless, however. No doubt there do exist germs of such a genuine party both 
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within the P.0,.U.M. and in the other organizations. It is a question, however, who= 
ther these germs will be able to find their dovelo;nent into the leading force in tine © 
to save the day. 
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All this does not mean, becuse we do not Support the P.0.U.M. in thc sense of 
Joining it or agreeing basically with its line, that we are not willing to send money 
to the P:0.U.M, The fact is, there is no better organization than the P.O.U.M. in 
Spain today. We cannot simply stand aside sncering at the heroic bittlcs of the 
“panish pepple. We must help in every possible way. It is our duty to raise noney 
for Spain for tho ship, ing of arms and munitions snd supplies to carry on the civil 
war to the end that the reactionarics be defeated and the ;roletariat stknulated to 
carry forward the revolution to the end, It may be that our help in this regard will 
compel us to send money to the P.0.U.M. or to the London Bureau. But togethor with 
this help to the Spanish working class we also send our word thet there isonly one 
way out for them: To break with the Socialists Stalinists and Trotskyists of the 
Trotsky-Nin stamp and build up a reel. internationalist Conmunist organizetion that will 
é6stablish the Dictatorship of the Proletariat in Spain and oxtend the revolution through 
cut Europe, 


SEK Haake sk 3 He 
THE FALUACY OF THE PEOPLE'S FRONTS 


The People's Front is tae strategcu whereby Stclinisc turns over the working clcss 
to the petty-bourgeois ,oliticians, for ths preservation of the ea,italist systen, It 
is the abandonnent of the intern/:tional revolutionary objective in the interests of 
national refornis, It is class collaboration substituted for indopondont working 
Class cction. It marks the final stage in the dogeneration of Stalinisn. 


The People's Front originated in Fraonee, growin; out of the "Conuon Front", This 
combination grouyed together the Conmunist Party and the Socialist Party into a variety 
of united front. But what sort of united front? Even in the "Connon Front" the work- 
6rs' aspirations for unity in strugzle were cynically betrayed. The pact between the 
two parties bound them to make no public criticism of each other. Thus the C.P, which 
supposedly should have had « revolutionary policy, ticd itself to the wheels of the 
S.P. cart - the S.P. which in 1914 had sold out to imperialism and had been ea good 
servant of eapitelisn 6ver since. Not only did the C.P. thus give up its independent 
policy, but the "Common Front" soon proved to be an end in itself, not a means to on 
6nd to fight Fascism and destroy tho bourgeoisie, But this was only the beginning. 


Already the C.P, and S.P. lotked towards parlicuentcry victory, and it was this 
consideration which lod them to the next step. In May, 1935, the "Cohmon Front" w-s 
broadened or rather there was forzed a suyylenontary People's Front to which were 
added the Radical-Socialist Party, the trado unions, now "unifiod" in the General 
Confederation of Labor (C.G.T,), ond a few broad organiz:.tions like the League of the 
Rights of man, thus forning a double conbin:tion, It was this gneeral coalition that 
in April, 1936, won the majority of seats in the Chamber and in the Ministmuries. By 
June, 1935, was held tho Seventh World Congress of the Communist International at 
which the People's Front was acce;ted as the uhiversal jolicy of the Stalinists to 
be applied through devious ways in all countrios, The People's Front represents a 
fundanental reversal of Marxist and Leninist conceptions of revolutionary strategy. 


First, it is based upon class-colleboration. The idea is presented in this way: 
"The task qf the hour now is to defeat Fascism. Therefore we will unite all elenents 
of the population that are willing to fight Fascism in the People's Front." Sinple 
and clear, isn't it? Just as f&inple and clear as "One and one makes two." The lews 
of social dynanies, however, are not the laws of arithnetie, and the alliances made 
by the People's Fronts are of such a charqcter as to betray the proletariat to the 
bourgeoisie. 


ee ae at Obes Pn PLY te Wel oe bee tee ay Oe ener 
‘February, 1937 _ Class Strusgle — Ppscelhl Tey gine oe 


The alliance with the Radical-Scciclists in France affords a clssic exunple. This 
_ party is composed of niddle-calss eleuents, small fictory owners, storekeepors, soll 
rentiers(coupon clippers), etc. Its proyran is for the Republic with sone reforns. 

_ This section of the population is linked up with big cazitsal end with the naintenance 
' of the capitalist systen. It is not a part of the discontented sscticns of the lower 
aiddle class (such as pvor pensants, artisans, civil service ompl yees of csrtain 
entcpories, etc). Sincc the forzation.of the Peorle's Front, this party hes held the 
whip hand, making ths .rice of its alli:nce thgt the S.P. and.C.P. keep the workers 

in line, keexv then from attacking ctital itself. The grect wave of sit-in strikes 

of the suzner of 1936 plainly illustrated this principle. The most advanced clenents 
ano, the workers cortecinly had the idea of ;ushing the sit-in strikes farther; sone 
ey have even cendcive: the perisancnt occupation by the workers. At cny rate, nany 
6specially anong the motcl workers, wanted to continue the strikos until all denands 
were gr.ntcd. But the bip bosses of Fr-nceo were exertin;, jressure to have the strikes 
sottlod at all costs. The Radical-Socialists, their «gents within the People's Frent 
esrried this pressure to the Prenicr lun who in turn exerted it on the C.P. The C.F. 
did its best, together with the S.P.,“bo vot the workers back to work as s00n as pos- 
sible. All this wes done, £m of course, in the nexo of law and order, of zresorving 
poace, the nation 1 _ros,erity, etc, To its own iembership the excuse for this and 
for all other acts of class-collstorati¢n within the People's Front, it gives the 
excuse: “Our hands are tied. Ye are bound to a pact with the other parties for four 
years; we cannot po against thes now." 


In the matter of making alliances with other social classes, the C.P,. can atten; t 
to base itself on lenin. Part of Lenin's great contribution to revolutionary theory 
was the strategy of allisness with the poasantry oud other ;rrts of the lower niddle 
class. But the difference between Lenin's allienccs and the class-collabdcration of 
the People's Fronts is us betwoon night and day. 


In Russia, in the course cf the long struysle cycinst Czarisn, in the polemics 
Lenin end his comrades engazed in against the Populists, tho legal Marxists, the 
Social-Revolution:ries «and Mensheviks 1s well «s in the discussions within tho Bolsh- 
evik ranks, tho gudstion of ths rslatien betwecn ;ensantry and proletariat was thorough- 
ly threshed out. The proletariat hed to have the hegemony in the alliances made. It 
kept its independent class j;olicy as xxx represented in tho Bolshevik Party. Even 
when this Party was in the :tinority, as in the S:viets in the days of the dual power, 
never did it abandon the right to criticize, ncover did it. tio itself to another Party 
in a non <aggrossion pact. The firm, ,;rolct.ricn line of the Bolsheviks, tlcir cor- 
rect slogans testcd out by ecxpcrience graduslly wen then a oajority. in the Scvicts. 
The differonee with tho Ysople's Front way be sxpresscd in this way: The Bolsheviki 
made alliances with tie poorsst sections of the middle class asjecially the poor 
peasantry, in order to break these grouj:s awcy fron the bourgeoisic., In the People's 
Fronts the Stalinists ::ake allémnccs with the uy.er and evcn with the top layers of 
the bourgeoisie (as in China) in which the Cormunist Party cipitulates to tho bourge- 
ois zolicios of these groups which sujport cipitealism. In China, the Coniunist Inter- 
national has the brass to tell tic workers they nust "refrain from so-called workers! 
control of industry"xm&t the necessary conlitions for which, according to then, do not 
exist. In other words, the workers aro forbidden tc ;roceed to the proletarian revo- 
lution. 


Now as to the question of fighting Fascism. Can those alliances of the Feozlets 
Front defeat Fascism? Here, again, the "one plus one makes two" lcegic collapses 
completely. Todcy the Stalinists are picturing Fascisn as though it were soe sort 
of special calamity like a flood. Fascism is a form of orgenization of capitalisn, 

In abolishing donooracy, destroying the werkors' organizations and setting u; o dif- 
ferent political *achinery, Fascism changes very such the social set-up, yot tho fun- 
danental relations of bourgoois rivets property and proletarian exploitation are not 
changed. The way to fight Fascism is to fight fapitalism in all its forms. A deci- 
sivo defeat cf Fascism can be accomplished only by the externin:tion of capitalisn, 
root and branch, by destruction of its state ajparatus, oxpropriation of its factories, 
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and other menns of production by the preletzuric, by the crushing cf tha bourgeois 

(Fascist) counter-revoluticn, by thosetting uy of a werkcrs' State to conirol and 

direct the social forces until the prcletariat has been universally victorious. In 

the countries.where Fascism has been victorious the fight of theproloeteriat takes cn . 

a different form fron under democracy. Yet, when the stage of open civil war is 

reached, thero will be little differonco, In Syain the Fascist forces (including | 

also Spanish non.rchists and representing ths interests of big capital, big landowners, q 

nobility and clergy - Gernand and Italian fescisus,- in other words all the exploiting © 

groups) are not fundanentally different from the nunerous interventioncry arnios that — 

beset the Russian revolutionary forees in 1918, : | 
The Stalinists express the presont struggle us one of "democracy wersus fascism" | 

The People's Front is supposed to represent the forces of democracy lined uj; agsinst 

Fascis:. This abandons all theory of class struggle. It sup;oses that the struggle 

is merely one form of government against another forn of government, Capitalisn is 

no longer mentioned. The social revolution is fcrgotten, 


The Poopleds Front beccnes the cxcuse to cover up the cbandonnent of the ).role- 
toriat. It is not even « case of stzruscling for reforms instead of for the destrue- 
tion of capitalism. The cepitalists can no longer ‘afford to hand out social roforns 
(If the People's Front jasses social legislsticn, it is quickly nullified b; inflation 
or by flat refusal of ths bosses to grant tho improvements the how laws require.) The 
Stalinists and Socialists through the People's Frent are really trying to buy off 
Fascisi - they are offerin; to be good boys, to give uz the struggle against capital- 
ism, if only the labor fekers in charge of the orginizations will be jernittod to 
exist, if only the Fascists won't crush the bureaucrats. To save their own niserable 
skings, these petty functionaries are rowdy to i.ake alliances with those bosses tht 
still wish denocracy. But were not tho Fasoists of today the denocrats of yosterday? 
Is there any guarentee that ths dewocrnts of todny will not be the fascists of tonor- 
row? It will take further victorics of Fascism tu expose the fatrl futhlity of such 
wanéeuvers. 


In France, the Cozmiunist Party has cecl:red “There was no revolutionary situa- 
tions" at tines when the crisis of the bourgeocisis and ruling class was dos erate and 
the workers were noving forward towerds seizure of tie factories. All that could be 
done, according to thom, wus to ;ress for reforms within the frane-work of the Peopige's 
Front. Byyond that, no perspeotive was held out, no cnd was predicted for the caj,i- 
talist system. No call was issued to fight it. And, indeed, it is very plain that 
the People's Front ueans the end cf a fight against the capitalist system. In the U, 
S.A. it is affirmed that the full program ef the social revolution cannot be con- 
sidered at this tine. In Mexico the only strugcle possible is declared to be the "bow 
geois democratic" revolution, This also is the designation of the Spanish estruggie. 


It is im S;ain that the betrryal of the proletariat in the People's Front a,pecrs 
in its ucst flagrant light. Here the strugc¢le has in some parts of the country aotual 
ly entered upon the stage of the social rovclution. After six years of almost con- 
tinual struggle in one forn or another, thc will of the S;anish masses has now been 
aroused to the utmost. Thoy can no longer be restrsined within the old franme-work, 
After going out to shed their blood on the battlefiele, after seeing their hones 
destroyed and their fiiillios torn from then, is it to be supposed that the S,anish 
workers will want to coae back. and slave for a boss in a fastory? The C.9. with its 
slogan of #denocracy versus fascisu" is like a signalmmn standing with a false signal 
in his hand trying to turn aside an onrushing oxpress train. The effect nust be 
either to crush the sicnalnan or to derail the ongine, or both. Wo assune here that 
the g>anish Revolution be allowed to continué its natural course and not ho crushed 
by overwhelning intervention. Eitnor the C.P, must be thrust aside, annihilated as 
an influences, or if its influence is allowed to predominate, the S,anisk Revolution 
is doomed, 
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The doclirntion that the revolution in the backward countries like Moxico and 
Spain nust confine itsclf to merely bourseois-denzocr tic phases, lotting it rost thore 
is in itself false and unilerxian. If a century «yo #hrx could cll for the pressing 
en of the revolution to the very ending of the cl:.ss struggle, waking the revolution 
peruencnt, how terrible is tne treachcry cf those who ut this late decayed staic of 
Caputalisn, this ora/of chronic crisis, war and revolution, want'to choke off the re- 
volution .t the bourgeois-denocrqtic stage, want to vehead the jroleterian revelution 
or to force it to lie down within a frame-werk so narrow and outworn thet it will 
crush the life out of the ;roletariat, growing and grasping for new fortis of lifc. 


II 


In France, xfter the People's Front majority was voted intc the government lest 
Syring, it was proclained jubilantly among some scctions of the workers, "We heave 
taken the power". This brings uy the question of what form of governnent is the rcople's 
Front, where it is in power, 


To the S-ciclists, "seizing the power" means Getting a majority of voces. It 
WAS only neccss:ry to €t enoush posts in the gevernient of the capitalists to transe 
fora it into a socixlist- government. This was onc of the basic digétinctions tinde be~ 
tween Sscinlist and Conmunist in 1919, 


The Poople's Fron t Guvernr.ent may have varyin; strength of w-rking class clenents 
in differcnt situ:tions, but in no cnse emn it be called e@ Vorkers' Government, Its 
exact chur:cter muy be clsrified by locking <t thc situetion in Frenco. The winning 
cf such a large nunber =f votes by ‘the S cialist ond Com:unist parties. indicated (1) 
The bourgeoisie is in a ,criod of deci.y and weakness, unable to sclvc the contrad- 
dictions of unemployrent, unable to raise its ,vroduction or stabilize its tcnoy syse 
tom, stc., inwardly unstable, torn boetwecn elemcnts lovking towards Fascisn, and 
others wishing to uaintcin democracy, divided on foreign policy. (2) The working 
class his grown in strength and consciousness of its own strength; the Sooialist and 
Communist ideologies have considerable popularity (in s,ite of the distortions of the 
lealerships of those ,arties, a question which cocs not enter innediately here) Such 
& working class constitutes a threat to the capitalist systeu, it is likely at any 
tine to burst the confinss vuf the labor organizations which strive to hold it back. 

It is the threct of this working class that hes darivdn the capitalist class to the 
formation of a stron? fiscict novenuent. 


Now let us ask: Just what is ch-nged in tie country by the election of the Feople's 
Front governmant? The relationship of perrtiss has changed. The Right Win, ;arties 
are now in the mincrity. Tho cuestion now bcils down to: Just wheat is the charuaoter 
of the majority parties? We have already described the role of the Radical-Socialists: 
BSHalLecap,italist in make-up, in practice knuckling under to big eapital. Tho Sceial-~ 
ist Yerty and Cotmunist “erty are working cléss partics in the sense that the bulk 
of their moe:ership is proletarian. But while they claim to represent the proletariat, 
all their policies and actions «re such as to kcop the capitalist system intaet. By 
a Clever duperie which we have exyplaincd in dctail in previous articles on Frunce, 
the se parties at every step turn the revolutionsry will of the proletariat into sueh 
channels that it cannot cndanger the capitalist system fundamentally. Were these par- 
tics working class in ,;olicy, they would never have becn in the government in ‘the first 
place, since the whole idea of the People's Front has the purpose of Sostponing the 
revolution and of iaintaining: the status quo. 


The People's Front chngcs nothing essential. Voes not the bourgeoisie still 
control the Senate? Does it not kscp its ropresentatives in «ll the numerous dé- 
partuents of the State? Beyond « doubt, Fascist re;resentatives oust have infiltra. 
ted into the governncntal apparatus, waiting quietly until the time cones for a 
Fascist coup dctat. Furthermore, the repressive and coercive apparatus, the courts, 
the :;clice, the army, «nd such, reiimin in the hands of the bourgeosie. The working 
class parties make not the slightest attenpt to attack those institutions. They have 
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serious threat against bourgeois property; but under the kindly tutelase of ‘the Pe 


Front they stopped short of decisive action. The mass of toilers are able to ea 


pressure on the People's Front. They can compel it to pass legislation of a sort, — 
but insofar as fundanentel alteration of the capitalist system is concerned, the Peopled 
Front stan ds as a Solid wall between the workers and their goal. The difference 
»yetween the People's Front Government and the vreeeding: one may be drimatically il- 
lustrated thus: The Laval governnent passed a series of decreeé-laws which drastical- 
ly lowered the standard of living. he People's Front Governmant passed a seri of 


social benefit laws raising wages, granting vacations with pay, etc, At the same time 


devaluation of the franc has sent prices sky-high, more than offsetting tue gain in 
wages, while the erployers are chiselling away the ather gains. There you have it in 
a nut-shell. Capitalist exploitation and governaent repression have sinply changed 
their forn. 


III 


The People's Front is in conplets contradiction to previous policies of the Cam 
nunist International. Fro 1928 to 1933 the slogan was "class against class." The 
Socialists were "social-fascists" and the Connunists completely isolated themselves. 
What has occasioned this cou;lete right about face? O@ne thing alone - the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union. The Stalinist clique thinks it to its interest to mainx- 
tain the -resent status quo internationally. Thus it seoks to make ulliances with 
such nations as alse for the tine being desire to siaintain the status quo. These 
happen to dé those nations which benefited from the Versailles Treaty and can still 
afford to maintain democracy. These nations now becone the "Friends" ef the Soviet — 
Union. The chief fire is turned on these hard-pressed nations which have alweady 
gone over openly to Fascis: and wilitary aggression: Germany, Italy and Japan. 


In the days of Marx and Uenin ,Gople were divided herizontally on the interna} 
tional scale, workers were urged to unite internationally for the fizht against the 
international eapitalist class. At present there is effected a vertical division of © 
nations. That the democratic naticn of today will be Fascist tomorrow, that all eapi 
talist nations would still »e willing if need be to unite against the Soviet Union. 
hsofar as it still wepresants some notion of Cotumunisn, such considerations are shov- 
6d into the backyround. 
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Within the netion now too there is made a distinction of good and bad capitalists. 


the good, those who will support Russia, the bed, Russia's enemies, This explains 
the covert support of the C.P. in the United States for Roosevelt, And with this joes 


a eessation of militant deuonstratigns against the government of Roosevelt. In France, 


there is talk of converting the “eople's Front into a national frent which would in- 
clude all elements supporting the France-Soviet Pact. In Ja,an the connection between 
Soviet Union foreign policy and the People's Front is the uost flagrant. There the 
Cemuunist Internetional has called for the Communists to unite with any and all ele- 
ments that will fight against Japen. This includes not only native Chinese capital, 
little and big, but even foreign capital. The strateyy is* Japan is an enemy of the 
Soviet Union, if it can be weakened by a China united against it, that is all to the 
good for Russian nationalism, As for the Chinese revolution - well, it is secondary 
in importance, it will just have to wait. It is the old Chiang Kuji-shek betrayal, 

but this time the Stalinists are noreopen in disclosing their ains,. 
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6 goal of proletarian revolution beinj; abandoned, it is now conceived as pos- 
pie the workers to achieve thetr ends within capitalism. Not merely has this 
influenced the tactics of the Stalinists, it colors even their propaganda; rarely 
indeed does a phrase about social revolution slip eut, capitalism is glorified in sukh 
slogans as "feace, Progress and ¥rosperity" which replace the hammer and siakle in the 
Taily Worker's masthead, 


The People's Front may ve called reactionzry in that it clings to the bygone era 
of reformism, At the sums tine, in its blindasss to the re:l meaning of the present 
Situction, the People's Front is actually paving the way for Fascismu. Certain phases 
of its progran help materi:xlly in getting the nation ready for the Fascist steam-roller 
The Peoyle's Front »reaches national unity and classlessness which is in essence, as 
we have shown, class collatoration. This is exactly the ideology ef Fascisn, or at 
least its result, The merging of parties collaborating in the People's Front is a step 
toward the one-party totrlitartan Stutc. The People's Front breeds chauvinisn and 
Supports nilitarisn. 


g ‘ee IV 


Pee that the Coimunist Party in France voted for war credits, and put down the 
workers when they. went on strike in the arsenals in 1935, "Our Arny" becomes a 
matter of pride and glory to the People's Front wii.ich ,ives tne military full support. 
Such a chauvinist militsrist outlook goes nond in hind with Fascisng with the prepa- 

. rations of the People's Front the chanse to Pauscisn ideclo,ically will not be too 
abrupt. In line with the »olicy of class colledor:.tion, tne Yeople's Front puts down 
direct action by the workdrs, su..ressss their strikos aud euonstrations. Again, this 
is exactly the Fascist attitude towards tne workers: both the People's Front and the 
Fascists defend the national unity, so necessary to « strong wilitarist front, and 
Bcaaar zie te action of any section of tne population which would distupt that unity. 


In conclusion: the Peeple's Front must be exploded and swept off the historical 
stage if the workers are ta fight Fascisn. In its place we propose the drastic, itrev- 
ova ble break with the bourgeoisie and their agents; the independence And leadership 
of the proletariat; chief reliance upon direct action in the day-to-day struggle and 
armed insurrection, not parliamentary maneuvers, to destroy the capitalist class. 


FASCIST PROTOTYPES (ITI) 
I 


As the evils of laissez-faire became felt, new schools of authoritarian atatisn 
arose to protest against the havoc of free competition. These schools were often 
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connected with the remnants of the aristocracy still pleading for tne restoration of 
tiesir power by criticizing the capitalist regime as compared with tie the old days of 
the past. Naturally, such authsritarians developed strongly a tendency to romanticism 
whicn tinged all of their writings, wnether literary or political. The romanticism 
luxuriated in the early and middle part of tues 19th century, especially in England and 
Germany. 

In England the literary genius of thts type was Thomas Carlyle. Carlyle waged a 
bitter struggle against the Philosophic “adicalism of Bentham, Mjll and others who 
expressed thé toleranoe of the self-made capitalists towards aristoeratic speeial 
privilege and who were the spokesmen of the wovement.for parliamentary reform. 


Carlyle did not hesitate to psint out the evils of capitalism. He was terribly 
a fraid of tae Frenen Revolution and tis riets that were spreading in England espec- 
ially during the Chartist movement. He noted the huge and growing unemployment and 
demanded a cnange from the Midas system and an end to the laissez-faire anarchical 
and chaotic system that was reducing tue Engl.sh peojle to sucn misery. This was a 
line of approach, by the way, which was well adapted to the policies of the Tories 
and Was used by that arch imperialist, Disraeli. It was in this period that "Disraeii 
declared boldly that the Queen ruled in reality ‘over two nations; betwecn whom there 
is no intercourse and no sympatny; who are as ignorant of 6ach otners'habits, thoughts, 
and feelings, as if the; were dwellers in different zones, or inhabitants in different 
planets; who are formed by a different breeding, are ordered by difforent manners, 
and are not governed by the same laws...the Rich and the Poor. '"(E.Neff:Carlyle and 
Mill,p.246 ) 

It should be remarked here that an intoleraodle siuation had been created in 
England at this time by tne fact that whble the hours of slave labor were limited, 
those of wage labor were unlimited and at a time when the workers in Sngland were 
forced to labor fourteen nours a day in 16531 an order of council had forbidden the 
labor of slaves more than nine hours, night work and child labor being abolished. 

Thus the slave was better off than the "free" laborer. 


Carlyle worked indomitably tc idealiize the feudai past. The State must end 
laissez-faire and erpanizs industry. Inste«d of the cash nexus in which men were but 
a means to an end, the dignity of men must be restored. Only through work conld map 
be enobled. aA new chivalry of labor Snould be created. The foundation of the new 
era was to be a rair day's wage and universal compulsory education. Against the 
ideal of fres contract there was to be placed the réiality of permanent employment. 


Carlyle fougnt for dictatorsnip - C,omwell was his great idol - for tne rule of 
heroes who could get things done. Desiocracy could not bring out tne worth of the ind- 
ividual but could only vreed revolution. Not tiie ballot for all, but an open career 
to the talented. Tiis was the ideal of the future. In this he seemed to agree with 
Charles I whos& reported speech on tue scaffold was:"for People are free under a 
Government, not by being sharers in it, but by the due administration of the Laws." 


Carlyle, however, had no antention of, handing over the State to the old land- 
lord class. Quite the contrary. It is tue captains of industry who must lead the wa;. 
"To reconcile Despotisin with Freedom:- well, is that such a mystery? Do you not 
already know the way? It is to makes your Desprotism just."(Carlyle, Past and Present 
p.242)Gevernments were to organize industrial regiments of the New Era, and the 
acknowledged king was to introduce wisely in all his territory a universal system of 
drill, not military only, but human in all kinds. 


There is no question but that the views ef Carlyle could well be held by 
A dolph Hytler today, and that siould Fascism develo) in Gret Britain, the ideology 
that Carlyle expressed will be a most important weapon in its hands. 


—— 
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Typieally reactionary was Carlyle's view that the system could be changed only 
by making men more moral w..ich in turn could be effected enly by mystical probing into 
the soul. “What is to be done?-.. By thee, for the present, alusst nothing.... Thou 
shalt descend into they iuner man, and see if there ve any traces of_a_saul there;till 
then there can be nothing done! "(T.Carlyle: The Secialism and UnSocialism of gx 
Thomas Carlyle,V jl I,p.30) And he denounces the British business nen for treating the 
soul as some Sinive nko dialacts do, as synonymous with the word "stomach", Carlyle did 


not shrink from advometing the seizure af péwer by a determined and Pi awe thinking 


minority whese actions would be thnroughly justified if the New Bra were thereby 
ina ugurated. Here, too, Carlyle shows himself a forerunner ef the present Fascist 
wAavemént. In his advocacy of the need for a dictatorsiij of the scientists and the 
elite, Carlylé was only following St.Simon whose influence he nad strongly felt. 


C arilyre" s philasophy could be sumiaed up in the following doctrines: an aris- 
tocracy of talent and priesthood; the organization of labor ad education through the 
establishment of order, responsibility and regimentation; a gospel of wark that would 
utite labor and religion; the connection of induatrial sovereignty and aristocraey _ 
under the rulersnaip of captains of industry; the establishment af a universal brother- 
hood. 

The disciple of Carlyle was John Ruskin who also announced that a11 must work 
under an aristocracy made up of Janded proprietors, suldiers, captains of industry 
and professianal classes similar to those of seudal times. Tne unfit were to be ster- 
ilized. A definite reaction was to be launched against the machine ajc; there must be 
built up again guilds and crafts and artistic quality in work. Work must be a joy. 
The State iaust force all to laver a.d fix the incomes of tne owners of land and cap- 
tains of industry. 


In literature romantic Toryism flowered out in great style, being exemplified 
by such as Sir Walter Scott, Coleridge, Wordsworth and Southey. The last three had all 
started out as pretended Jacobin sympathiscrs but could not stomach the actions of the 
masses. From tien on they turned their back on Liheralism and agreed with Coleridge. 
"Only in a voluntary surrender of himself to a corporate society can man find that 
mystic repayment of desire that is at once an expansion and a limitation. Only in 
state and cnurch can the anarchy of nature and the order of civilization be reconei]ed" 


(C.Brinton:The Political Ideas of the English Romanticists,p.84)-Coleridge wos te 


Surrender himself not to Yvorporate socisty but to the wysticism of @piun. 


Similarly, Southey developed a Tory humanitarianism, putti.g forth his sehemes 
for a national grant for educution, well ordered plan of emigration, factory laws, 
ehild la or restrifttion, commutation of tithes, allotment of land to lavorere, build- 
up of a cooperative movement, etc. 


It was with such crocodile tears that the wealthy aristocratic groups of Eng- 
lanf could weep for thepoor, while in reality striving with might and main to main- 
tain their special privileges. The Tories were so anxious to show tne evils gf eapital- 
ism, but thsy were equally concerned taprove the glorious wonders of the old days when 
they were in power... 


These men of letters were seconded by the propaganda of various Christain and 
Satholie Socialists in England. In England the viobenos of the Chartists, esspeeially 
the extreme Loft atheistic wing. had cofpelled the wealthy to take hold of the situation 
ta control it. Under the initiative of Maurice and Kinglsey, a movement of Christaan 
Socialism was organized in the widdle of the 19th century whose principal object was to 
defeat the Reds.In their opinion the State should be conservative, but the church 
communistic. The inereasing gap between the rieh and the poor showéd a lack of human- 
itariianism which must be terminated if England were to escape revolutian. They con- 
trasted their Christian Socialism with Left Wing Chartism as f¢#llews: The Reds wanted 
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"all thine te be mine," whereas the church declared "all that is wine is thine." The 
Christian Socialists were to preach this church doctrine both to the rich and the 
poor so as to bring the goldsn rule of Christ into the world. 


II 


Nowhere more than in Germany was there devclopsd a reaction to French revolution- 
ary Liberalism. The chief theoretician of the romantic school, huiling the past and 
insisting on tne complete submergence of the individucl in the State, was Hegel. Ae-~ 
cording to Hevzel, freedom consisted not in the absence of restraint but in self-deter- 
mination to which restraint could be attached. The will of the individual was free 
only when fused with that of the State Tne State is the true self into which the 
mere individual is absorbed. This is the corner-stone of moral and political obliya- 
tion. In other words, we are morally free when our actions conform to our réal will. 
Jur real will is the general will and the general will is most fully embedded in the 
State. 


Accordin, to Hegel, the State bein; the individual writ large, its own indepen- 
dence is the primary condition of its internal life and indeed of its freedom, And for 
this reason it i:moses an absolute sacrifice on the individual when it is necessary t9 
maintein it. War was not something that the Stato must fear; war is good when it leads 
to discipline and moral soundness. 


The Struggle against the Ne,olsonic invasion and the humiliating Treaty of Tilsit 
permitted patriots to appeer who glorified the State in ordcr to mobilize the people 
under it to fight the French Tnis was the positien of Fichte, who made it his busi- 
ness to attaok the revolutionxry anurchy of the laissez-fcairé schools «nd proposed 
instead a Social and 6conoiiic scheme for self-sufficient comnunities to be regulated 
by the State in whkch every ablo-bodied person would bs organized according to occu- 
pation and have a modest but assured income. Foreign trade was to be reserved solely 
to the State Behind Fichte's plans was the tri.dition of mercantilism so strongly 
preveiling in the Hanseatic States of Gernany. 


In the revolution of 1848 two distinct movements were attacking capitalist 
Liberalism, namely, the agrarian aristocrats dominating tne Pmussian State and the 
German system, On #4he one hand, und tne mess of 1l:borers who had begun to organize 
themselves, on the otnem «At this strge there appeared intellectuals who tried to 
connect both these groups aguinst tne ca vitalists in favor of the ‘State. While they 
were not able to make much he dway with tae factory workers who went towards the Marx. 
ists, the intelleetuals were able, under tiie guidunce of Karl Marlo (Professor Winkel- 
blech), to connect theusclves to tne handicraftsiien. 


"Yinkelblech would heal tne ills of society, and improve the condition of the 
working classes, by the adoption of a compromise between Liberalism and Comnunisn. 
Among his demands ure collective property in land, side by side with private osnership 
cooperative production, ths handing over of wexns of communication to public bodies, 
and State participation in mining, forestry, fisning, and even trading and benming. 
But he would also restrict privete undertakership ind speculation whenever the inter- 
ests of Society require it, and he would grant to the lcborer the right to work and 
to the incapable adequate incans of subsistence." (‘'.4.Dawson: German Socialism and 
Ferdinand Lassalle) Kerl warla believed in the reconstitution of the guilds of old 
and the placing of obligation upon private property according to the old Christian 
Germanic lew His system he termed fedcral Socialisn. 


During the 1848 events the master handicraftsmen who met in their Congress at 
Frankfort forumlated Mzurlo's wrograa This wis also acceptcd by tne journeymen who met 
separately and who®pragtically agreed with their masters, although adding dewands for 
suffrage, compulsory edacet4on, industrial schools, twelve-hour day, legal wininum 
wage, sickness insurance, progressive property and income tax, protective duty on 
wholly manufactured imports, partition of Crown lands and divigion among the land- 
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q workers and peasants. It is significant that while tne master handicrcftsnen a,reed 
with Marlo to try to turn back to the Middle Ages, the Journeyuen should accept the 
reactionary theory but yet add wholly modern «nd progressive demands. The pest of the 
_ joyrneymen was indeed with their masters; thsir future was to be with the proletariat, 


| 


(to be continued) 
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“}ORKERS ' CORRESPONDANCE 
STALINISM AMONG THE WH) YORK PROJECT WORKERS 


In Novenber all of the Stelinists on the projects were yapping "Defeat Landon" 
"Vote the Labor Party ticket for Roosevslt." “any workers thinking that a vote for 
Roosevelt would insure them their jobs hecded this advice. Now that Roosevelt is 
safely entrenched in office for another four years he makes ood on his first oelac- 
tion ,rimise. The only trouble is that he is delivering tns foods to the bosses and 
not to the pcosle who elected him. In the last*few weeks tiiousunds of V.TP.A. workers 
have received beautiful Christuzas gifts from the administration - pink slips that wean 
dismissal and the old hopeless effort to get private cijloyment. Once more the work- 
6érs must start the old fight to gct back on the relief rolls with tneir miserable 
“starvation standards. Instead of continuing the fight for adequate unemployment in- 
surance and for the prevailing rate of pay on project work that is paid elsewhere, the 
workers must begin where they started - prove that thoy are destitute and therefore 
are entitled to be slaced on relief. 


In all this the Comiunist Party has played a most treacherous role in giving the 
workers the illusion that Roosevelt would do sénething for then Instead of pointing 
out (as the Co:zaunist League of Struggle did) that we had to iat these wnolesaleé 
dismissals and therefore prepare to fight tnem when they cane, the C.P. sjent all of 
its time painting such 2 dreadful picture of Landon under Hearst control that no tie 
was left to prepare for physical strugjle against these cuts in the number of workers 
on the project. 


The workers, however, were not aslec,; 6von ifthe C.P. was. With the first batch 
of dismissals the workers engajed in a ssries of s,ontaneous, hilitant, sit-in strikes 
that won a few victories for tuem. Even though the C.P. bureaucracy sat heavily on 
their shoulders,'the workers on the rogject immediately knew that if they did not 
strike back, soon all of thém would be doomed, The Stalinists who always limp after 
the masses and from time to time put u,; a show of militancy so that they can betray 
better later on, were coupelled to participate in the call for a mass demonstration 
for December 12, 1936, to which 13,000 workers responded in spite of the inclement 
weather 


The question now is - What next? Will the C.P. realize its mistake about Roose- 
velt and really start to fight the regime? To this, I for one can answer that they 
Will do nothing except to lead the workers into a blind alley. This is seen from 
their attitude in my Union (tne Teachers, local 453) which from conversations with 
workers on other projects I know to be typical wherever they operate, 


_ The main interest of the C.P. is not to improve the condition of the workers but 
to meke them more efficient on tneir jobs. From the constant cry "We want work" they 
advanced to the point where once they got work they began to whine "Meke the projects 
efficient". Worse in this respect than’sowe of the most bribed American Federation 
of Labor leaders, the Stalinists constantly raised slogans at the union meetings and 
adopted or rejected policics in Accordance with whether or not they made for efficient 
work. 


When, for example, we originally fought for the prevailing proféssional rate of 
pay for the teachers, recreation workers and such, on the projects, and the adminis- 
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twenty-one, and still pay us the sue salary, the C.P, actuclly made its rallying cry 
the fact that the »roject could not be efficient if wo worked less than twenty-five 
nours « week ! “hile it is true that they paid liv-scrvice xfxwaxm:to the slogan of 
the provailing profcssional wage, they completely ignored the question of pay in the 
fight that arose and continually focused tlie discussion on the proposition of not 
vyorking less than twenty five hours a week, Said these great leaders of tne working 
class: "The children come here five days a weck for at least five hours a day, how can 
we work only twenty-one hours’ The children need us." 


tration refused to grant us this but agreed te reduce our hours fron thirty a week to 
‘ 


Heré we were f:ced with the offer to reduce our hours «nd still receive the some 
weekly wages. This would be 1m increase in the hourly rats but still not the )ro- 
fessional rate. Under the circunustinces the fight should naive been contined for the 
profession:l rato. If ths administration wanted to reduce the number of hours per 
weék to twenty-one, that was their business. ‘6 should have continued to ask for the 
samé rate as the other tenchers and recreation workers whos6 work we were cerrying 
forward, The Stalinist officials, however, could not ssé6é things this way. To then 
the main thing was that if we did not work at least twenty-five hours, the project 
would not be. efficient. 


Similarly, when one of the nén on the project wno hed five children was raised 
to a nigher classification with a $2 increase in pay, the CP officials in the Union 
fought the appointment on the ground that the wen was not qualified for the higher fo 
sition and that efficiency would suffer. It is indded marvelous how these bureaucrats 
never find ti:zae to carry on rsal struggles for the workers on the yroject but can burn 
up plenty of cnergy naking the project efficient. 


When the question of two activs union embers who wero transferred from their 
job location by the head supervisor because of an “rygu.ent with a non-union worker 
on the job the. offici-ls of the union capitulated without even a pretense of strug ile. 
“hen, at & union meeting, we denanded swift and unco:promising action on these trans- 
fers we wsre scored by the clique for making capitel of such an unimportant issue. 
Can anyone expect a worker on the job to agitste for the union in vew of this dosra- 
ding precedent? What «ssuraunces has he th.t the union will support hin if the <cdmin- 
istration clamps down upon him® Touay it is a transfer, tomorrow it may be a diSmis- 
sal. The union's stand on this cuestion,to sny the least, tends to demoralize the 
more active members. This the officials refuse to recognize. It is not for nought 
that many Stalinist union leaders have been ay,pointed by the administration as Super- 
visors. For ‘nice péople' an d good efficicney men the Stalinists make the best, 


Waile playing bs1l with the «dministration, they stop at nothing in an attempt 
to discredit the pro,ressive element. Many workers have been ousted for nothing more 
than issuing a leaflet calling for action. This writer was tried on trumped up charges 
of posing, as 4 union menbsr. What reully happned was that instead of paying dues to 
the Teachers Union, a nunber of project workers continued paying dues to the City Pro- 
ject Council, the mother organization. ‘Yhile technically we were wrong and were will- 
ing to maké anends, the Stalinists scized upon this as a needed pretext. Without even 
the formality of notice we were tried before the local membership with three recommen- 
dations from the executive board to be considered ()Suspension from the union for 60 
days; (2) Payment of several months' back aues to the Teachers Union; (3) Trial before 
the General “embsrship ieeting. 


It was very fortunate indeed that wo had our union book from the City Project 
Council with us. The trial completely exposed the Stalinists. The workers gave their 
answer, With the exception of four negative votes by the leadership we were exonerated 
of all charges by the rank and file. 


In answer to these persecutions the progressives must fight all the were deter- 
minodly for a correct policy. Counterposed to the method of fighting dismissals whth 
telegrems and petitions we demand: (1) mighty demonstrations (2) more sit-down strikes 
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(3) the union to lay plans for « one-day general sto,page to force the hand of the 
administration to grant deaends (4) a fight for ;revailing »ro€essional standards and 
wages on all the projects (5) instecd of " We went work" a united front with all org- 
inizations to conduct a strugele for genuine unemployment insurance, 


(Word has just reached mé that the union has effected a com;romise with the «d- 
ainistration. In return for the reinstateuent éf 96 dismissed workers on the urt 


~rojects, the officials agreed not to partifipate in any sit-down strikes for the time 


being. This is typicel of these op;ortunists. Whether the workers will accept any 
such agreement is something they forgot to reckon with.) 


G. D. 
TO eae AC 


(EDITORIAL NOTE TO THE ABOVE): 


The situ:tion on the teaching and playground projects involve three groups of 
interests, all of which the workers must defend: 1) the regular tcechers. 2) the pro- 
ject workers 3) the workers’ children in the schools. Needless to say, the Board of 
Hducation and tho relicf authorities t-”e care of none of these interosts. Especially 
would they like to see the unenployed thrown «gcinst the teachers here just as they 
strive to throw the unemployed against the factory workers, in order to drag down 
wag6S and standards. The te:chsrs have pernays scnses this but have not always re- 
acted cl’sss-consciously to défsnd the interests of the W.R.A. workers in the school. 
Thése workers (soue of whou act as tutors, others cs playground directors or assistants) 
neve been treated as outcasts, ho plice Ra provadsd for tneir work or for their com- 


fort. trected in fact as nuisincss While we ridicule the demand to make these boon- 
doggling projects porisnent. yot wo iaust su,jport tos fignt of the project workers to 
got professional j,.ay for tis type of work ha is conzellcd to do, and to be treated with 


dignity. At tne sauo time, it aust be resligsd: tuct long waiting lists of trained 
tecchers =re set aside in order to use tue cnes: er sroject workers, Thus cat the same 
time we must raise the deuand for tne regul:r lists to be drawn from first for appoint- 
ments in tre schools, the Y.P.A. workers to de yut on other work asanwhile,. 


Th: standards in the schools are none too good under capitalism. They sre rigor- 
ous on technical joints, yet they perwit people of tis pettiest cacracter and narrow- 
6st experisnce to handle the worksrs' children. Yoor «s these standards are, they 
must yet not be lowered still further, wid to this cxtent there is some justice in the 


.kesentnent felt by tue reguler te:cners «t sceing untrained j.cople taken into the 


schools. In the long run, tné contact with tic project workers may bring a fresh 
breath of the classstrugglé into tho stifling, regimented atmosphere of the schools 


‘not, however, as ths Stclinists are handling the work, as the above article forcefully 


brings out. ) 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 


The Chiang Kai-~shck Kidnapping 


When bourgeois journ.lisais :t i loss to account for an important event, it 
fxlis back on the interpretxtion of nationul ,sychology;. Hence the recent mysterious 
kidnapping of Chiang Kai-shck in Chinn was laid to tus trickery of oriental diplomany, 
while the equally nystcrious confessions of Zinoviev, Radek «nd others have been attri- 
buted to the unfatho.u:ble depths of the Russicn mind. Our interpretation of the Chiang 
arfair is at lsoist more materialistic. jie link it up with the Cotuiunist International 
policy for China. A kidnapping is no worc adventurous than « Soviet revolution staged 
without basis nd without prep ir.tion The Comaunists may heve felt « dosperate urge 
to convince Gensersl Chicsng th:.t they «re with hin. 


Tac unity of China is now the announced goal of both sides. From the Chinese 
nationalist point of view, it is the only hope of survivin, as < nation, of preventing 


- Gign policy of the Soviet Union. 


‘issue we show hee ied Ty erers 's “Front mauek? ‘i epenetasa id quite apache 4 
In the ense of Chine the situction pecaeel om}: 
cated than elsewhere and the raison d'etre for the Poo;lo's Front cinnot be covercd 7 
up. Jsyan has been cresping ups on gs: E.stern borders of the U.S.S.R. It is only 


. question of tine until she strikes. A unified Chine cepabls of defenting Japon, — Lee 
or at any rate, “staving off -hcr pbcetaee would serve us :. buffer for Sibcria. To Y 
this cnd all otner consider: =o in China ere Subsdpveds } eG saP prey 
: tea tsug 


The other fereign ,owors invelved in the exploitation of China cre not Lik Ress eae 
to engage in war in the Bast at this time when tho Eurojiean entrnglements wake pe.ec 
at home so precnrioys. But the Stelintern is c<per to muse every scerifice to unite 
with these notions .yainst Japan. <Anti-Japon is the touchwsrd now which determines 
friond or foc. Tho People's Front in China (which has not set matericlized in the 
shape of o governiuent in ;ouer) is supposed to take in any elament that is willing 
to fight Japan. Ths Chinese bourgecisis is included in this front and ths ‘feudiul 
lendéwners; «lso any foreign notion that is willing to line up sgeinst Ji pan. ‘ q 


Needless to say, the class struggle is coupletely thrust aside, and with it the 
intorests of the -roleturint are ruthlessly sacrificed. A fow inild liberal dezands 
are put forth by the Peo,le's Front such as deuwocratic liberties, universal free edu- 
cation, increases in wages, otc. But there is no real labor ;rogram. In faet the 
workers ars very definitoly told to get out, to reject all domands that "cannot be 
fulfilled today, or woulda le“d to economic disorgenization and uncmploysent." Espeo- 
ially the workers cro instructed to refrain fron attou,ts ot "so-called workers' con- 
trol of industry" the necossary conditions for which they ar2 tcld do not exist cs yet. © 
Thus the proletarian revolution is very neatly strnngled. All tho workers’ bloodshed 
in the past, all the unbelievable sacrifices the Chinese Coiuunists have ede, these 
things are brazenly shoved «side. The Chinese comrades are told very plainly thi.t 
their revolution does not count, it is second.ry in inj,ortance, it must make way for — 
Stalin and his factories and his Red aruy and nis Five Yerr Plens. One can only mar- 9 — 
vel at the loyalty that enables any member ctill to adhere to the C.P. 


It is our gusss tht Chinzse friends of Stelin hud 2 long talk with Chiang Kaie . 
Shek while he was held vrisuner cf Chang Hsi-liang and that the kidnapping wes really | 
engineered with this in wind. During «ll the time that he did nothing against the . 
Gneorachnents of Jap nese inperisalisn but instowd concentrated on daclaring war on tbe 
revolutisnary nasses within China, Cnirng K..i-shck gave the exeuse that Chinese unity 
was ®& pre-requisite to strugile sgainst Japon, that such a war wgainst Japon was ins 
possible while there were cnenics of the regime in the reor, ‘hat this gsneralissino | 
of mussacres of toilers relly nesnt was that Chinese communists are more deadly to 
his intcrests than Japanese Lliuperialisia. 


No doubt tho Stalinists at this conference with Chianj Kai-shek inmprossed it . 
upon hin that they would completely abandon tne struggle against hin if he would form | 
a front with them against Japan. The Chinese Cotiiunists would re-enter u bloc with 
hin; they would vive uj, the struggle against the Chinesc exploiters and even «against | 
international inperialisn that was friendly to Russia, if Chiang Kai-shek would now 
bogin e struggle against Japan. Again the Cormunists will become adherents of the . 
Kuo Min Tang; again the dlock cf four classes will become a reality; again the : 
workers will be cooliss for the Chinese bourgeoisie; ajain Chiang-Kai-shek will be — j 
sup orted in fower. A new People's Front and People's Front Governient is in the ~— 
offing, this time it is not a front for democracy against Fagcisi, for no one can wain- 
tain fcr a moment that the Chinsse regine is déisocrntic, but a war front ageinst ary 


The Stalinists are only preparing new blood baths for the masses of Chinn. © tnoy? 
hide from the ,eople thet never con the Chiang-Kai-sheks carry on successful war =a 
Jojan. He oun only lead the massos to new slaughtors and new defects. Only a real 
people's war, “ war in which all the toilers are aroused through their own on 
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: ian imbued with their own demands, doucnds that will e:.ancipate the people fron 
their i;ilitary oppressors «nd oconomic exzlciters, only such a war has e chance of any 
success whatsoyver. That is to say, wer accinst Japen must not mean a cessation of 
Struggle against Chinesc criainal nilitarists who know how to run away but who are 
good for nothing else but suck the blood of the poople, War against Japan must be 
coupled with © crusade for the extermination of the Chinng Kai-sheks, And we sey this 
fron the point of view, that this is ths only way the conceivably the war oan be won 
by China against Japan, 


Stalinism knows all this, It is quite deliberately sacrificing millions of Chin- 
ose lives, if only Japen is held back for a short tiius, if only Japan is even slightly 
wosakoned for tho nouent and ‘absorbed in the hacKing of China, What do the millions 
of Chincse matter to the eyes of Stalinism? Hand and hand with Chiang Kai-shek Stalin 

isagines he will save the revolution. Birds of a feather flock together. 


The New Soviet Trials 


There are o fow now tricks in the latest Sovict trials which vierk the further 
vrogress of St:.lin's dosperate terrorism. Evidently he has realized frou the convents 
of incredulity that cverywhere arose, that thex thene of the confessions of Zinovicv 
and Kenenov that they hid bocowe open enoiiies of the Soviet Union and agents of Fescisnu 
wis too crude. So a new line is framed uj, fcr Radok and his political colleagues: it 
was supposcdly their stratcsy to hive Russix defexnted by Japan and potent in order 
to get rid of Stalin snd bring Trotsky and thetiselves inte power. While it is coneciv- 
able that to men long repressed, sceing year «ftor ycar pass with only further degen- 
eraticn of the Revolution and ruthless ,ersecution of all opposition, such a desperate 
recourse nay have a,peured the only way cut. Yet it is not likely that this represents 
the truth of the situ:.tion. 


Wo have to say of this trial as wo said of the last that the wholc seteup is 
entirely fantastic and unconvincing; there is the same lick of evidence, the saie 
startling suddenness «cf the declar:.tions of the defendants, the sanc inconsistency 
with all their past life. Whether the confessions are true or not, the fact still 
renains that Stalin has brokcn these sen and thet now a whole generation -the genera- 
tion which led the October Revolution - is boing ..iven an ignominious oxit fro: his- 
tory. The few who reuain, Redek, Bucherin, Rykov, will not remain long. 


Stalin accuses the victiznus of trying to bring buck capitalism. But it is Stalin 
who with seven league boots is striding towards capitalism, dragging the rovolution 
in ruins-behind him. Torrorism marks the last des;crate stage of his career, as it 
marked the opening of nis carecr. At present it points to the inminence of his downe 
fall. 


The *"analgam" in this latest trial likewise takes on 2 new turn. In former cases 
it was the G.P.U. agents posing as Fascist tools; now it is the scboteurs who are 
linked up with the Opposition labelled "Trotskyist". The sabotage may have been real 
or it may not have been, but its linking up with political opponents in ordcr to dise 
credit them constitutes Stalin's own dastardly franc-up nethods. 


If the plots of Radek and company were real and thoir confessions are to be taken 
at face Yalus, then another line of speculation isopened up. What sort of party is 
this which hatches such poisonous eggs? If these encetics are suddenly uncovered in 
the top lcoadership of the party, how weny more are there not yet unccnvered? If yes- 
terday's leader is todzy's exposed criminal, then it is the obvious corollary that 
Sone at least of todays smeyxeexmd respected leaders will be tomorrow's traitors ready 
for the firing squad. “hat confidence tnen can the parties of the Third International 
merit anywhere in the world? Tho merost seratch, the least test of history will bring 
to light not merely political capitul:tors but thugs, criminals, men capabaeé of the 
ost despsrate acts. In his methods of work Stalin and his henchmen have already prov- 
ed a leadership of pengeterian, terrorists and murderers. This gang nust be stamped 


out, exterminated by tue indignant action cf the ;roletariat. 
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Since the accusationsbrought forth in the tricls heave all been tied.upz with 
Trotsky, an oj-en international trial would be an oxcolésnt ;roccdure, in waich proof 
could bG brought forth of the despie bly néthods St2lin has used te convict the ac- 
cused. If Trotsky is new "defended" by Liberals and Seciclists, this shows tho con- 

- any Trotsky is now kssj;ing. It is significant that there is no workers’ budy which 
defends. hin. But we would like to sce a workers' connittce of axposure of the trials, 
not for*jartis.n defence of Trotsky, but for donunci’:tion of tie uethods cf Stalin, 
uotnods which ars uscd against the real opyosition, the internationalist cotiiunists, 
8 “iGll as cgainst the opposition which has capitulated, 


Statonent sf the Co:xunist Lesgue of Struggle 


It has boon called to our attscntion tnt there nave been ferricd various Counitteos 
for the Defence of Leon Trotsky cr for tne Right of asylum for Leon Trotsky, stc. The 
Cowiunist Gesgue of Struggle tkes the following position oan tnis question. 


l. We are for . struggle for the right of asylum fer all workers and their reprusen- 
tetives, even trucugh they are opportunists and Centrists like Trotsky. In such casés 
nowover, wo do not wicke this a major activity of ours, cs ,ecially when the comp csiticn 
cf the couaittees dgym decidedly ;etty-bourgevis-ind alien to the workers. 


2. Wo are not particularly for tus defence of Trotsky; no wore than we are fcr the 
defence of any Contrist cw, itulater. Let the dend bury tho doad, 


3. Wo are for « struggle to ex,ose the deadly oharactoer cf Stalinism. ‘Ye will ,arti- 
cipate in any activity that will show the cuti-workinug cl .ss and eounter-revolutionary 
character of the uurdorors operating under Stalin. Whsre "Defence of Trotaky" ccinit- 
tees are really ccrmittoss tc ex,ose the anti-workiny class cher:cter of Stalinisn 

end are connittees for the defence of the Octcber Revolution, then we will ;articij ate 
in such activities. 


4. It is elear that in his fight against Stalinisn, Tictsky is leaning upon counter- 
revolutionzry elencnts just cs in its fight sgocinst Trotskyisn, Stelinisn leans upon 
counter-revolution-ry interosts. In cur strug_ule to sx; ose Stalinism, we do not de- 
fend Trotsky's crpituiatory polities. In our struggle ogcinst Stalinism, wo dc not 
fight against the true Terror of the Dictsturship of the Proletariat agcinst its anti- 
working class cnenics. 


5S. #@ are for the fermetion of a Yorkers' Conmittee nade up of workers orgenizations 
that will investignte tae Soviet Trials fron tho standpoint of oxaniABSths werkers 
interests involved and the truco situation in Russia «nd the internstional revclutioncry 
moveiient. Guch a Connittes in our opinion would be a groect ste; forward in leunching 

a Fourth Intcrnatiznal of genuine internationalist Comnunists. 


The Congress for the Fourth International 


The Connunist Leayjue of Struggle considers it necessary to participate in the @xux 
forthconuing Congress to formu a now intornaticnal which the P,O.U.M. together with the 
London Bureeu is arranging probably in Bareelona. Our j;articipation does not bind us 
to join anybody or any center forced. Whcther wo join a grouping, national or inter- 
national, depyonds uj;}on whether we agree with the program adopted by that grouping. 


We do not consider the London Bureau, to which the P.0;:U.M. is affiliated, to 
be the nucleus of the new Intornitional. The London Burezu itself hes little of a 
conaon progran, but its effiliated bodies have so far been unwilling to take a definite 
stand for the new international; they have shown concikiatory tendencies towards Stal- 
inisn, have been anbiguous in their analyses of the Scviet Union and on the war 
question, rely too much upon parlianentary uethods. For theis reason we have consid- 
ered thon a Centrist rather than a genuine Interni:tion:list Coununist grouping. 


} 


caine 


ee 
February, 1937 Class, Strauujlcr: Pope’ Sly. o4 


Nevertheless wo fsel it would be incerreet to with nold from any attena:t in the 
direction of the Fourth International. Yo .ish to Cet trgcthsr with wh-tever really 
Left oleacnts may be present, in order to fight Pats u Morxist line-in the Congross.-- 
Furthernore, participation in the Congress is to « cortain extent sup,ort of the S-en- 
ish Révolution; it is :.t locst an atteat to help the Syeanish Revoluticnists of differ- 
ent groups in the solving of their »roblens. 


a ec 
MITZY ON WALLY 


Miizy is our cat. All during tc time tac heat was being turned on tue “ig 
Edward-‘“iallace Simpson bout she was grinning madly trying to put her kittenish tabs 
on the tabby cat from Baltimore. We finally decided to let her mew her piece in the 
Class Struggle. She has promised hard not ke to be catty. 


Is it not delightful how history drops the outworn with a hearty guffaw? This 
is tne healthy course wiich evolution takes. In the old days the amours of the King 
of “#ngland would have been the serious subject for learned men of the whole kingdom 


to worry about. If the King and Lord had the "Right of the First Night." with every 


lass about to be a bridc, the King's Councillors had the "Right before the First 
Night", wita the King's britt&. 


The Xing had to marry “6 ths intercosts of the State dictated, Through a judicious 
use of his sex organs, 16 wignt win vast riches for his fanily and extend his kingdom 
involving his péople in néw iturdorous wurs. In those days the King was a orcative 
force. No wonder the doughty men of the re&élm hung around the King's bedroom ard be- 
came his Knights of tic Garter or Knights of the Bath; no doubt it was owing to their 
heavy concentration on the King's yenitalia. 


Love had nothing to do with the matter. That was the King's private affair, He 
could keep all the concubines he pleased. And cll the knightly courtiers ran around 
trying to be pimps procuring for his majesty the women who could give thém favors, 

The King mainthined his home by keeping love out of it. This was the lovely morality 
that all the bishops and proachers of the realn set down before the head of the State, 


But several events have cone to change this idyllic scene. In the first place, 
the King does not matter vory ich anynors. Of all the important countries, only in 
Japan can he play a really decisive roie. In England, he has becomo a mere symbol 
within whose hard shéll he is nade f:st a prisoner. Eugene Debs used to bg fond of 
the expressions If you look at the other end of the chain which is fastened to the 
limbs of the Slavc you will sec it fastened to the limbs of the master. Nevcr was 
it more truc than in the case of Edward, 


Notice the "constitutional" evolution of the relation of King to Parliament that 
has taken place in England. This rélationship has had several stages? First Stage 
(16th century) Absolute Monarchy; Sccond Stage (First part of 17th century) Parlia- 
nent pretends to bo tho King's Court and Council but does not challenge the basic fact 
that the law of the lend is the King's law; third piclee (middle 17th century) Parliae 
ment decides it and it alone can interpret the King's law; Fourth Stage (18th century) 
Parlianont is now the sole source of the law, although tho- King may advise and adminis-~ 
ter; Fifth Stage (19th century) The King can do nothing cxcecpt what ho is told to do. 
He can't even warry without permission, 


Such a situation might have remained tolerable were there enough régel women left 
who would be a fitting uctch for a King of England. But, alas, Kings are left only 
in 5th rate countries today -+a Bulgaria, a Denmark, a Siam - ond what. Edward VIII, 
Rex and Imperatgr, wants to marry into these holes? Thero renained, of course, the 
noble women of ngland and Scotland, But abdication were better than that } 
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In bourgeois socicty generally, marriage is the mask to cover adultery. “ith 
Edward there eould be no such mask. Understanding woll his degenernte position, Bd-— 
ward combined his sighs for lost power with a hatred for his smug bourgeois wardcns 
of the Baldwin typo. Ho was driven to a position of extremes. He felt that he and 
not Parlianent represented the people and in his own way he exposed the hypocrisy of © 
the oligarchy thet ruled Parliament. This was nore than tho fakcrs of the Lubor Party © 
had ever done, at any rate. In revongo, the Labor Party would support Baldwin against 
the King. Edward took to synpathizing with the poor, with the Plebeian, No wonder 
ue becane fond of Auerioans, 


To Englishmen, all Anericans are plebeian. Americans have no "class," They 
ren't rooted or set; they have no traditions; they are uncouth and illiterate. Hating 
the British snobs who wore his captors, the degenerate King revelled in the fast Ameri- 
can set of ex-patriots who lived in Britain and on the Contincnt. 


were trying nard to becoye "classy". They were willing to mix thoir cocktails in any 
boudoir with any titled whore-nuaster any time. They fled America as they fled work, } 
For taen the chief slogan was "carpe diem," "seize the pleasures of the hour." Wallace 
Simpson was a member of this sst e flotsan <nd jetsan cast off from the shores of the 
hard working United States and pollution on the shores of Britain, Naturally, they 

wre inde welcone at the Court of King Janos. Little did they realizo as they simper- 
ingly kissed the rear end of the King as they were presented at Court, thet he really 
was dreaming of kissing theirs, 


Consider these Americans, especially the women. They were perasitic parvenues who | 
| 


The King did learn sonetiuing from the Americans anyway. Ile began to appreciate 
the fact that England was thoroughly behind the times. Compared to America, his coune 
try was a back nunber. American wonon appealed to him as he dmired Anerica as the 
great capitalist colossus of tne world. Wh:.t he saw in Yallace Simpson was a self- 
made woneyg,énancipated in American sfyleé, capnble of handling herself anywhere. The 
more incompetent he felt hinself to be the more he theugkht he nocded Wally 


The contenplated aarriage of the King to the Comconer, Wally, meant a real revo- 
lution in the old morals and divorce laws of England; the King exposed their antiquated 
character nicely Furthermore, the King was dsriding tho whole theory of Kingly ~arrica- 
ges. First he was aurrying for love; this clone was enough to condezn hin. Second, 
he was marrying a commoner, showing that the rest of tiie kingly crew was hepplessly 
out-of-date, Third, he was favoring Aiorica, England's gre:test creditor and rival, 


In politics the King was stepping out of the empty shell of synbolish. This would 
cive an opportunity for a strong executive to arise. It might lead to Fascism, and 
the British Fascist organizations hailed his step for this reason. It would lead to a 
criticism of the old status-quo. Fundanentally it meant the change of England from 
Victorian habits to modern life and a shifting of relutions of classes which to the 
bourgeoisie neant a dangerous step into the unknown. All the Beldwins at once rushed 
to forces the King to abdicate. They wuld stand by old England. But it cannot be said 
that the victory of Baldwin over the King was.a victory of uodern capitalism over anti-— 
quated forms. Quite the contrary is really the situation. Since England would not 
nodernize herself under the influence of sex appeal, she will have to do so later when 
incveasing contradictions will force a far greater social explosiion, 


| 
. 
| 

What about Wally? Like all hard-boiled Armrican worien, she was anbitious; she 
wanted to get onthe throne. But the Anerican is fated not to get crowns, but to pull | 
down crowns. Wally completed the Anerican Revolution, Now that Edward has given up | 
his crown, will Wally remain with the King? That is problematical. Wally can buiad 
no hone for the King; Americans can build no homes for themselves, And what sort of 
Queen would ally have made? Who over heard of an Aaerigan being Queen? Who would : 
respect her? The only queocns we know of in America are queens for Mardi-Gras, for 
fairs, burlesques and bathing beauties, The American as a Queen is a. joke, a farce, 
The fact that a King would make an Anerioan a queen shows what a joke royalty has be 
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